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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
6:42 p. m

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Good eveni ng, | adi es
and gentlenen, this is a public hearing of the Zoning
Comm ssion of the District of Colunbia for Mnday,
Novenber 7th, 2005. My name is Carol Mtten and
joining me this eveni ng are Vi ce- Chai r man Ant hony Hood
and Conmi ssioners Kevin Hildebrand, John Parsons and
Greg Jeffries.

The subject of this evening's hearing is
Zoni ng Comm ssion Case No. 05-27. This is a request
by American University for special exception relief
pursuant to Sections 210 and 3104.1 of the zoning
regul ations for the construction of the new School of
I nternational Service | ocated on the mai n canpus al ong
Nebr aska Avenue at 4400 Massachusetts Avenue; that's
interesting turn of phrase, which is Lot 1 in Square
1600.

Not i ce of today' s heari ng was publishedin
the D. C. Regi ster on Septenber 2nd, 2005 and copi es of
the hearing notice are on the table near the door.

This hearing wll be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of 11 DCVR Section 3117
and the order of procedure will be as follows:

W'l take up any prelimnary nmatters and then
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we'll have the presentation of the Applicant's case,
report by the Ofice of Planning, report by any other
Gover nmrent agencies, the report by the affected ANC,
inthis case it's ANC 3-D, organi zations and persons
in support and organizations and persons in

opposi tion.

The following tinme constraints will be
mai ntained in this hearing: The Applicant will have
35 minutes, organizations will have five m nutes and
individuals will have three minutes. The Conmi ssion

intends to adhere to these tinme limts as strictly as
possible in order to hear the case in a reasonable
period of time. The Conm ssion reserves the right to
change the tinme limts for presentations if necessary
and notes that no tine shall be ceded.

Al per sons appeari ng bef ore t he
Conmi ssion are to fill out two wi tness cards and t hose
cards are also on the table near the door. On com ng
forward to speak to the Comm ssion, please give both
cards to the reporter who's sitting to our right.

Pl ease be advised that this proceeding is
bei ng recorded by the court reporter. Accordingly, we
ask you to refrain from maki ng any di sruptive noi ses
inthe hearing roomand when presenting information to

t he Conm ssion, we ask you to cone forward and sit at
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the table in front of us and then speak into the
m crophone, first stating your name and honme address.
When you're finished speaking, | think we're | eaving
t he mi crophones on. Is that what we're doing lately?
Leavi ng the m crophones on? kay. Don't turn the
m crophone of f.

The decision of the Commission in this
case nust be based exclusively on the public record.
To avoid any appearance to the «contrary, the
Comm ssion requests that persons present not engage
t he nmenbers of the Conmi ssion in conversation during
a recess or at any other tine. Staff will be
avai l able throughout the hearing to answer any
procedural questions and you can address those to Ms.
Schel l'i n.

Please turn off all beepers and cel
phones at this time so as not to disrupt the hearing.

At thistime we'll take up an prelimnary
matters.

Ms. Schellin, anything?

MRS. SCHELLI N: Just to state that the
Applicant has filed the affidavit of nmintenance.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you.

M . Tummonds, anyt hi ng?

MR, TUMVONDS:  No.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7
CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: Oh, we're down to

only one m crophone up there?

MR, TUMMONDS:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay. Then | would
ask everyone planning on testifying this evening if
you'd rise now to take the oath, and pl ease direct
your attention to Ms. Schellin.

MRS. SCHELLI N: Pl ease raise your right
hand.

(The witnesses was sworn.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Tumonds,
whenever you're ready.

MR, TUMMONDS: Before we commence our
presentation, we have three proposed expert w tnesses
this evening. M. Schellin is passing out résumés of
our proposed traffic engi neer, Matthew Huston of HNTB
Cor poration, our |andscape architect Marsha Lea of
EDAW and | apol ogi ze we'll have an oral résumg, if
you wi I |, of our project architect Carl El efante. So,
whil e perhaps Ms. Schellin's passing those out, |'Il
have M. El efante describe his professional
gual i fications.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Just for
future reference, we like to have these submtted in

advance and then we can just pop right through it.
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MR. TUMVONDS: | apol ogize for that.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you.

MR. ELEFANTE: Good evening. M nane is
Carl Elefante. I'"'m a principle at Quinn Evans
Architects here in Washington, D.C. |1'man architect
with 33 years of experience. About 30 of it has been
here in the Washington, D.C area. |'"ve testified
before the National Capital Planning Commi ssion, the
Comm ssion of Fine Arts, the Board of Zoning
Adj ust nent over the years. | amthe project architect
for the American University School of Internationa
Service and am the kind of team coordinator, so |'m
infinitely know edgeable of the details of the
proj ect .

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Any questions from
t he Commi ssi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON MI' TTEN:

Tell me howto spell your | ast nane, woul d
you?

MR. ELEFANTE: Certainly. It's E-L-E-F-A-
N-T- E.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  El ef ante?

MR ELEFANTE: El efante.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Have you ever
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MR TUMVONDS: For those boards that |
ment i oned.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Anyone el se
have questions for M. El efante?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. (Ckay. Let us just
revi ew t hese ot her résuneés quickly.

MR.  TUMMONDS: | should point out that
Marsha Lea has been certified before us previously.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Madam Chai r ?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Yes, M. Hi |l debrand?

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: |'d just liketo
poi nt out that Marsha Lea is a past nei ghbor of mne
and | do not feel that that would have any inpact on
my ability to hear testinony from her.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you.

Anyone el se have questions or anything
they'd like to put on the record?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN.  All right. Then we
have Ms. Lea who's been offered as an expert in
| andscape architecture, M. Elefante who's been
offered as an expert in architecture and M. Huston

who has been offered as an expert in transportation.
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Any obj ection to accepting those fol ks as

experts?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Al right. Pl ease
proceed.

MR. TUMMONDS: Wonderful. Thank you very
much.

Good eveni ng, Madam Chair, Menbers of the
Comm ssion. M nanme is Paul Tumonds. | amwi th the

lawfirmof Pillsbury, Wnthrop, Shaw, Pittman and |' m
here thi s eveni ng representi ng Aneri can University, as
previ ously nenti oned.

This special exception approval that we
are here for this evening wll authorize the
construction of the new building for the School of
I nternational Service on Anerican University's nmain
canpus.

W have five witnesses this evening. And
as nentioned, we anticipate our testinony will take
approxi mately 35 m nutes.

Qur first witness will be David Tayl or,
Chi ef of Staff to the President of American University
who wll discuss the need for the proposed SIS
Building, as well as the comunity dial ogue process

that Anerican University has engaged in during this
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appl i cation.

Qur second witness is M. Elefante, the
project architect. He'll be followed by Ms. Lea and
they will discuss the proposed building, as well as
t he proposed | andscapi ng.

M. Huston, our traffic engineer, wll
di scuss the transportation anal ysis that was prepared
and submtted to you.

And finally, Jorge Abud, Vice-President of
Facilities and Adm nistrative Services, wll discuss
t he proposed wi deni ng of Nebraska Avenue, as well as
the future of the existing SIS Building i mediately
adjacent to the site for the proposed new SIS
Bui | di ng.

W believe that the application fully
satisfies the requirenments of Section 210 of the
zoning regul ations, as well as the conditions of the
approved campus pl an order. Qur prehearing statenment
addresses in detail howwe satisfy those requirenents.
W note that the Ofice of Planning recomends
approval of this application with the sole condition
that future devel opnent of the adjacent building site
will need to limt the size of any parking garage on
that site. W fully accept that condition

W also note that the Departnment of
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Transportation has submitted a report that concl udes
that the proposed SIS Building and its attached
parking facilities will not interfere with pedestrian
crossings of Nebraska Avenue and that the proposed
par ki ng garage wi Il not conprom se i ngress and egress
from Nebraska Avenue.

| will now ask David Taylor, Chief of

Staff to the President, to present his testinony.

M. Taylor?

MR. TAYLOR: Thank you very rmuch. | am
David Taylor. | amthe President Chief of Staff at
American University. My current duties include

oversi ght of nediarelations, special events, WAMJ and
for at |east the past seven years | have been a
community liaison for Anerican University to the
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods.

Over the past 10 years four of the six
maj or academic units at American University have
improved their facilities. This includes the |aw
school, school of public affairs, arts and sciences
and the business school. They do this so they can
remai n conpetitive in the higher education field in
Washington, D.C. and in the nation. The School of
International Service is next in line with the

greatest current need on our canpus.
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To reviewthis project within the context
of the canpus plan, our last canpus facilities plan
was approved in the sumrer of 2001. Three projects
wer e approved for further processing. This included
the Katzen Art Center which is open this year to nmuch
acclaim and has been well received on canpus and
t hroughout the conmunity.

The SIS Buil ding was i ndeed identified in
the 2000 canpus plan as a project that we'd like to
pur sue. It was also identified in the 1989 canpus
pl an as wel .

The School of International Service was
founded in 1957. It opened its doors then to sone 80
students from 36 countries and it has Dbeen
headquartered in the sanme building ever since. The
enrol | ment today includes undergraduate and graduate
students nunbering close to 2,500. There are 150
nations represented in that student body. There are
approximately 60 full-time faculty and about 60 part-
time faculty at the School of International Service.
The school's alumi nunber close to 15,000 wth
approximately one-third of them in the Washington
D.C. area.

The academic programs offer unique

opportunities for | earning about peoples and cul tures
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providing rigorous preparation for professiona
careers that require international understand and
i ntercul tural understandi ng.

There are eight fields of study offered at
t he school, and we can provide i nformati on as you wi sh
on that on those individual prograns.

Qur gr aduat es i ncl ude di pl omat s,
government officials, |eaders of non-governmnental
organi zati ons and ot her distingui shed persons.

Qur faculty are known nationally and
internationally for both scholarly productivity and
pr of essi onal experi ence.

The existing building is 11,600 square
feet and its progranms have exceeded that capacity for
some tinme. In recent years, the faculty have been
spread at | east anong four different buil dings across
canpus. The proposed building that we seek is sone
65,400 square feet. And again, as | said earlier,
both this need for the School of International Service
was i ndeed nmentioned in the 2000 canpus plan, as well
as the '89 canmpus plan.

Now, anong the assurances that we are
sensitive to under the current canpus plan that we're
operating with is the university square footage. W

i ndeed have promi sed to keep the devel opment within
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under 400, 000 new square feet during the 10-year life
of the plan, and we indeed are well under that, even
with the addition of the Katzen Art Center.

Par ki ng, we are driving that underground
for functional and aesthetic reasons.

Design, we are seeking to nmaintain
synchroni zation with other canmpus buil dings, as well
as to have appropriate setbacks and to make our
bui | di ng environnmental |y friendly, and we beli eve t hat
we have achieved that with the current design.

The comunity neeting process, we have
been holding at Ileast three different types of
neetings with the surrounding comunity and the
nei ghbor hood associ ations on this and any nunber of
university activities. This is included; for exanple,
we have a Nei ghborhood Liaison Cormttee that neets
gquarterly to cover a nunber of issues involving the
university and the surrounding comunity. W' ve
continued to neet with the Fort Gaines Citizens
Associ ation to honor our canmpus plan comritnents in
relation to the Katzen Arts Center, and that | think
is a good exanple of how indeed we do keep our
prom ses. W've also hosted sone School of
| nt ernati onal Service-specific project discussions to

review this project and to gain feedback from the
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comunity.

So in sum we have reviewed this project
in a nunmber of different ways, including project
review at our Liaison Cormttee sessions in February,
June and Septenber. W convened SIS focus sessions in
March, April, May and Septenber. And we al so revi ened
t he project before ANC3-Din July and i n Cctober, and
before ANC 3-E in July.

Now, it was apparent to us that as a
result of these discussions that traffic inpact on
Nebr aska Avenue was a prinmary and a sensitive concern.
And you will note that in response to this community
concern we have altered our original submssion to
seek a reasonabl e solution to this conmunity concern.

Sol will be glad to entertain questions
at the appropriate tine, either now or follow ng the
presentation by ny coll eagues.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: We'll hold our
guestions until the end.

MR. TAYLOR Great. Thank you.

MR. ELEFANTE: Thank vyou. I'"'m Car
El efante with Quinn Evans and |I'm going to stand up
here because I'mgoing to try to get at sone of these
boar ds.

I'"'m here representing Quinn Evans
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Architects. W're the architects of record for the
SIS Building project. | did want to nention though
that certainly we represent a larger team and
particularly mention our design partners for this
proj ect, WIlliam MDonough & Partners from
Charlottesville; EDAW who is represented by Marsha
Lea here this evening is our | andscape architects; and
HNTB are the transportation planners that we' ve been
working with. So the work that I'lIl show you toni ght
is clearly a teameffort.

| just want to start a little bit by
introducing SISand to |l et you know that as the School
of International Service they really are a school with
a mssionthat is global in scope and they really | ook
to this project as being a representation of their
m ssion, which is an environnental m ssion and very
strongly founded on the idea that the sustainable
devel opnent is really the term nol ogy of international
rel ati onshi ps over the next couple of generations.
Therefore, a building that addresses sustainable
designreally at its core is really what they went out
and hired this teamto put together.

The project is fairly easy to descri be.
The building is a three-story building. You can see

here the el evation al ong Nebraska Avenue. There are
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a coupl e of stipulations of the 2000 nmast er pl an about
aligningwith Hurst Hall, whichis this building; this
is the SIS Building here, the existing SIS Building
there and the Ward Building here. And that the
cornice height, the materials, the scale of the
project and so on are all very specifically intended
to fit wel | with t he campus cont ext .

Specifically it fits on the main quad of
t he canpus, which is known as the Friedhei m Quad, and
you can see that the rotunda occupies the corner.
Here's the existing SIS Building. So in a way it's
literally the last project that will conplete the
Fri edhei m Quad and really does create this corner for
t he Friedhei m Quad.

The other feature of the site is that it
also sits at the intersection of New Mxico and
Nebraska, and that the entrance to the parking
structure really regularizes that intersection. | t
literally sits opposite the intersection of New Mexi co
Avenue, in essence taking that sort of three-way
intersection and naking it a four-way, if you wll
And it also then is at the point of a significant
pedestrian gateway onto the canpus into the Friedheim
Quad from New Mexico Avenue. So, those site

conditions; it's presence on Nebraska Avenue, it's
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presence on the quad, it's relationship to New Mexico
Avenue and t he pedestrian gateway there are really the
principle site features that hel ped to generate the
bui | di ng desi gn and al so t he architectural

characteristics of the building design itself.

This board illustrates a couple of views
from the Friedheim Quad. You can see the rotunda
which literally occupies that corner as a fairly

prom nent feature so that it does have presence on the
guad and contribute architecturally to the quad
envi ronment .

The next aspect of the project is, as
al ready has been nentioned, neeting the needs of SIS
comunity. The SIS community; | think I"'mright in
this, is actually the |argest acadenm c comunity on
canpus and that right now | think they're in eight
di fferent buildings. They're scattered all throughout
the canmpus. So, absolutely the job one here was to
create a new honme for SIS that would allow them to
essentially live under one roof and to really bring
that community together and to provide a facility that
was hel pful to that conmunity.

The facility is basically conprised of
what nost college and university buildings are; a

series of different teaching spaces that range froma
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| arge neeting roomthat's called the SI S| ounge, which
is literally for a couple of hundred people, other
nore typical classroonms for 25, 40, actually as many
as 50 students at a tine, a high-tech cl assroomwhere,
you know, today's technology really is changing the
cl assroom environnent, a whole variety of smaller
neeting roons and seninar roons and so on

The second are what | would really
describe as SIS community spaces. Probably the nost
prom nent one of those is the Davenport Lounge which
is frankly the kind of hangout for the SIS students.
It's an informal | ounge. It's really a place that
brings that community together.

And then of course other offices and
adm nistrative and staff suites and other support
spaces as wel | .

The floor plan is organized, the three
mai n fl oors around a central atrium The atrium |'1|
cone back to and talk a little bit nmore about. It's
a skylit atrium provides daylight into the heart of
the plan and it really is the organizational concept
of the plan.

And 1'Il work mnmy way up through the
bui | di ng. This is actually the first floor below

grade, which is partially occupied by finished space
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and is the kind of second nobst public floor of the
building. W call it the terrace level so that we
don't have to call it the basenment. And it does have
a variety of <classroons and other comobn use
facilities, |ike student organi zations and so on.

The ground floor of the building is the
main community floor. You can see here the rotunda
whi ch faces onto the quad and then the atrium space
around which the deeper spaces facing east and the
narrower spaces facing west. The south end of the
building is al so deep and has suites and so oninit.
So, you know, | hope it's clear the kind of
organi zati onal aspect of the atrium

And then the two upper floors are very
sim lar, conbination of teachi ng spaces, other neeting
and public spaces, suites that are, you know, multi-
office suites for organizations that they cal
centers. And then nore typical, just rows of faculty
offices. | think there are about 50 faculty offices
pr oposed.

And as | said, the third floor is al nost
identical tothe second floor. Simlar conbination of
t eachi ng spaces and office and suites.

The | ast things | wanted to nmention about

the project are its green aspects. And I'll start
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this by just, you know, kind of reintroducing WIIliam
McDonough & Partners. Many of you are probably
famliar with him and the work that his firm does.
The green roof that we've all gotten to know. The
reason why we knowit is the work of WIIliamMDonough
& Partners at the Gap Incorporated project in San
Bruno California, whichisreally the first green roof
project that really got a lot of attention across the
country. And, the SIS Building is designed so you can
see a fairly substantial portion of the building is
sod roof.

Then in additionto that, really there are
a few thenes which are the principal environmental
t hemes that are behind the design.

The first is the collection and use of
rai nwater on the site, that with the green roof, which
captures and actually nostly what it's useful for is
releasing the rainwater at a nore controlled rate
There are a nunber of rain gardens, which actually
Marsha wi || cone back and address, which are on grade
rain retention features. And then actually in the
basenment of the building below the rotunda is a
cisternthat's basically a swi nming pool with a top on
it that is sinply a water coll ection device. And what

this basically does is allows us to control water when
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it comes to the site, retain it and then reuse it
during the dry season for the | andscapi ng on the site.

The next is to just talk about the
interior environnental quality aspects of the project.

And, you know, this has gotten to the point where, you

know, there's an awful lot of people that are
extrenely good at practicing this way. It's about
i ndoor interior air quality. It's about the use of

daylight, the use of natural ventilation during the
ti mes of year when it's possi ble. Energy conservation
and efficiency in every way t hat can work. And agai n,
the atrium is really an inportant part of both
daylight and the kind of lungs of the building to be
this air mass to work with.

And the last is, | just want to
reenphasi ze the conmunity aspect of this and go back
to SIS mssionto us as the design architects. Their
challenge to us was to design a just building. And
that's a little hard to represent in terns of howthe
wi ndows are, you know, arranged and so on. It really
has nore to do with where are the material sources,
what are the jobs of the people who make those
materials and install those materials and so on.
That's where they're comng from That's howthey see

this building. Howis it contributing to the |lives of
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the people who wll build it and how is it
contributing to the lives of the people that will go
to school there.

Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you.

M5. LEA: M nane is Marsha Lea. |I'ma
principal wth EDAW As Carl nentioned, the SIS
Bui l ding, which is the proposed building, is here.
Existing SIS is here. Ward Circle Building is here.
The proposed building will occupy a site that is
currently a surface parking lot. The building' s front
facade is set up so that it aligns with Hurst Hal
just down Nebraska Avenue. And in response to
comunity request, the wuniversity is proposing a
wi deni ng of Nebraska Avenue starting just to the south
of an entrance which is a service entrance into the
canmpus and running to New Mexi co Avenue and actually
even going beyond that .

Thi s wi deni ng woul d al | ow a dedi cated | eft
turn onto New Mexi co Avenue and al so into the garage.

Just to give a little bit about the
details of the site plan, | think Carl's nentioned
several things. This is an opportunity to introduce
a new pedestrian gateway into canpus opposite their

| arge surface parking | ot on Nebraska Avenue. That is
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one of the itenms that was shown in t he canpus plan and
approved in the previous canpus plan. It will also
have a gateway into the parking structure below
ground. It allows us to take what is now an entrance
into the surface parking lot and turn it into a
pedestrian gateway i nto canpus on the south end of the
site. W are naking a pedestrian connection fromthe
sout h end of campus al ong Bender Library and into the
Fri edhei m Quadrangl e. There are various activity
areas proposed around the building, a café terrace
area of f of the Davenport Lounge, nore qui et seating
areas al ong the pat hway, a sunken terrace area off of
a common area in the terrace | evel; not the basement,
courtyard spaces created with special paving.

And as Carl nentioned, we do have several
itens that are addressing the sustainable nature of
our design, which include a rain garden in the |awn
area opposite the existing SIS Building, rain gardens
at various places around the site. The cistern wll
be used to support site irrigation.

And t he | andscape, because the canpus is
al ready a desi gnated arboretum the | andscape pal ette
of materials will support that, building on what the
have already done on canpus, but also enphasizing

native plant materials to continue with the green
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And | think | can turn it over.

MR. HUSTON:. M nane is Matthew Huston
| am a transportation planner with HNTB Corporation
and HNTB perforned a traffic study to assess the
potential inmpacts of traffic by the SIS project and |
would like to talk about the steps taken in the
transportation study and the conclusions that we
reached.

The study had two phases. The first phase
was t he data col |l ecti on phase and t he second phase was
an anal ysis phase. The data collection took place in
Cct ober and Novenber of 2004 and the analysis took
pl ace largely in Decenber 2004 and January 2005.

Wth regard to the data collection, HNTB
t ook 24-hour/seven-day counts on Nebraska Avenue and
Massachusetts Avenue, as well as we took turning
novenent counts and we finally observed several of the
parking facilities on canpus to deternmine the arrivals
and departures and the duration of stay at these
parking facilities. The data was all collected on
typi cal week days when the university was in session,
the weather was fair, there were no holidays or any
speci al events that were going on when we took the

dat a.
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The anal ysi s was conducted i nt hree steps.
The first step, we aggregat ed t he observati ons we nmade
at the parking facilities so that we could estimate
the nunber of trips into and out of the proposed
parking facility by time of day. And in our study we
had a parking facility of 350 spaces and since that
ti me the programhas been reduced to 300 spaces and so
our study is on the conservative side.

Next, we used volume counts in order to
estimate the direction in which peopl e woul d be com ng
from and going to on the way to and from the SIS
facility and that allowed us to create turning
novenent counts into the SIS garage and superi npose
t hose turning counts onto the exi sting turning counts.

And finally, we evaluated what changes
these volumes would have on the intersection
oper ati on.

Qur concl usions are several. First, we
concl uded t hat Nebraska Avenue i s a congested facility
during peak periods due to capacity constraints at
Ward Circle and to a | esser extent at Foxhall Road.
The intervening intersections adjacent to the canpus
at Newark Street and New Mexico Avenue play a mnor
role in congestion and absent the inpacts of the

congestion at Ward Circl e and Foxhal | Road t hese ot her
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i ntersections would operate a good | evel of service.

The parking garage will generate a snal
volume of new traffic on Nebraska Avenue and as a
result will result in mnor traffic inpacts. The
conputed change in delay to notorists would go
unnoticed by nost notorists. |It's inportant to note
t hat del ays associated with Ward Circl e congestion are
expected to continue into the future and it is this
congestion that governs the travel time in the
corridor.

Anti ci pated changes intraffic vol unes are
very snmall conpared to the total volunme of traffic on
Nebraska Avenue. |In fact, the estimted increase in
traffic volunmes is on the order of normal variationin
traffic from day-to-day.

We | ooked at a nunber of alternative | ane
configurations and operating schenes for the proposed
dri veway and each showed little variation from each
other in terns of average intersection delay. And
this little variation would not be noticed by nost
notori sts.

The |evel of service analysis that we
conducted at the intersection in itself does not
justify wi deni ng Nebraska Avenue to five |lanes. Such

a widening would inprove the calculated |evel of
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service, but these inprovenents are not likely to be
noticed by notorists in travel time differences al ong
Nebraska Avenue and this is because the capacity
constraints at Ward Circle woul d not be addressed.
Two remai ni ng concl usions are that as the
nunber of parki ng spaces on the university canpus w | |
increase by this project, there will be no increased
pressure on off-canpus parking in the nei ghborhoods.
And finally, with the proper site design
the SIS Building and its parking facilities will not

interfere with pedestrians crossing Nebraska Avenue.

MR. ABUD: Good evening. |'mJorge Abud,
Assi st ant Vi ce- Presi dent of Facilities and
Adm ni strative Servi ces and have over al

responsibility for facilities at the university.

| want to tal k about the Nebraska Avenue-
New Mexi co i ntersection and the driveway that | eads to
the parking garage there. That's the |ocation that
was contenplated in the canpus plan for the entry
serving this building. And at the tine of the canpus
plan it was studied a nunber of ways. It was
di scussed with nmenbers of the community and i n gener al
agreed that that was an appropriate location for a
dri veway. Qur transportation consultants and DDOT

have typically recommended that our driveways be
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| ocated at signal-controlled intersections.

The driveway is also designed not to
i npede traffic on Nebraska Avenue by providing a | ong
travel distance that is uni npeded by gates or control
booths of any kind and so that traffic will flow
freely.

As Marsha Lea has testified, we're
proposing to w den Nebraska Avenue to add a center
turning set of left-turn lanes and 1'Il explain a
l[ittle bit howthey work. Wat we're proposing to do
is essentially add a strip of paving 10 to 12 feet
wi de along the western edge of Nebraska Avenue for
about a length of 400 or 500 feet. W woul d then
shift the southbound |anes to that edge to the west
and create by that nmeans an area in the center of the
street for a left-turn l ane.

This strip would essentially straddl e the
intersection at New Mexi co Avenue.

W're proposing a widening to address
concerns raised by sone of our neighboring residents
about congestion on Nebraska Avenue. Even though
HNTB' s study didn't indicate that our building would
add to the congestion that exists there, we continue
to get concerns expressed by nei ghboring residents,

and so that's what we proposed.
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W do have m xed feelings about it though
because the traffic study shows not only that it's not
needed for our building, but also that it would not
necessarily help the traffic along Nebraska Avenue.
It would help the southbound traffic a little bit
because of allowing left turns onto New Mexico nore
easily. Nort hbound traffic really wouldn't be
affected, there are so few left turns into our new
facility that it's not deemed to make any difference.

Kind of on the other side of helping
traffic is the fact that we would lose a strip of
green space. There are approximately 10 trees that
woul d have be renoved in order to widen the street at
that point. Five of those are mature trees that can't
be noved and, you know, for us it's kind of an odd
thing for a building where we're really bendi ng over
backwards to m nim ze the environmental inpact of the
bui | di ng to pave over green space whenit's really not
indicated that it's needed by the traffic study. It's
adifficult trade off to make and so we leave it with
t he Commi ssion to nmake that choice.

I n conclusion, our application satisfies
the requirenments of the approved canpus plan and
Section 210 of the zoning regulations. The proposal

wi || not cause objectionable conditions due to noi se,
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traffic, nunber of students or other factors.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Thank you.

MR TUMMONDS: That concludes our
presentation. W' re avail able for any questions that
t he Conmmi ssion may have.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Questions from
the Comm ssion? Anybody have any questions? M.
Hood?

VI CE- CHAI R HOCD:  Yes, Madam Chair, [|'l1
start off.

Let ne start with the ANC letter. | was
reviewing the letter fromANC 3-D; and, M. Tummonds,
you can assign this to whoever you see appropriate.

First of all, M. Huston, can you cone to
the table for a nonent? Excuse ne, | was rooting for
t he Redskins | ast night where you got a | ot of people
yelling. | told ny wife, |I said, "Sonebody's going to
have a sore throat tonorrow,"” and it wound up being
ne.

M. Huston, | notice in your résunge; |
know we've already classified you as an expert
witness, but | notice two things that | look at in
your résunmé and it tal ks about the Judiciary Square

transportation and security study, that you laid out
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a fewplans for the city, D.C. Can you tell ne where
one of themwas? | want to see how successful your
track record is.

MR. HUSTON: The Judiciary Square project
conpl eted about a year ago where we devel oped an
alternative parking plan which is going to be going in
to inplenentation early next year, which is to turn
over nore parking on the street to |aw enforcenent
of ficers who are coming to Judicial Square to conduct
busi ness at courts.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: (Ckay. kay.

MR HUSTON: So we will not see until next
year how wel | that happened.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. Now the one that
you did in Hartsville in Atlanta, is that sonething
t hat you have done?

MR HUSTON: Yes, |1've worked at
Hartsville Airport in Atlanta.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. All right. Help
me understand the traffic. The left turn is a
concern, | believe, of a nunber of the residents.
There's a left-turn turn off of Nebraska. Can you
wal k me through that and show ne what sonme of the
concerns are, because | don't frequent that area.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Maybe vyou could
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describe how it works now and how it woul d change.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD:  Ckay.

MR,  HUSTON: Ckay. Ri ght now the
intersectionis just a three-legged intersection. It
does not include the driveway that is proposed for the
new bui | di ng. And so there are two lanes in both
directions on Nebraska and the sane thing on New
Mexi co Avenue. This plan shows the left-turn |ane.
That does not exist now. And so the major source of
congestion is southbound traffic looking to turn |eft
onto New Mexico Avenue and while they're waiting to
turn left are bl ocking essentially this left lane. It
gets exacerbated in particular in the norning rush
hour when you have northbound traffic stopped fromthe
circle beyond this intersection and bl ocks the ability
to actually make any left turn. So that's an existing
condi ti on.

One of the neighborhood concerns is |eft
turns into the newdriveway that woul d be created i nto
our new buil ding that woul d be conming in a northbound
direction and therefore back up traffic that woul d be
in that left lane if there wasn't a dedicated |eft-
turn | ane. Wat the HNTB study showed t hough was t hat
t hat woul d happen one car every mnute or so and so

that was why they concluded that the left-turn |ane
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woul d not be needed, because there were so few cars.

VI CE-CHAIR HOOD: But the left-turn | ane
is in the proposal. W're |ooking at a dedicated
left-turn | ane?

MR. HUSTON: It is in this proposal, yes.

VI CE- CHAI R HOCD:  Now, hel p ne under st and.
| also saw where there was concern about 300 cars
leaving all at onetinme. |Is that typically the nornal
process, or do they stagger when they | eave? How does
t hat wor k?

MR. HUSTON: They are staggered and that's
part of what HNTB did, is to | ook at various of the
university's facilities and graph, essentially count
the cars comng in and com ng out and graph how t hose
entries and exits occurred. They never occur all in
one hour. Actually they are quite spread out because
our class schedule is spread out throughout the day
and so not everyone arrives. The facility would be
used primarily by enployees, but also a mx of
students as well. Wth various of the university's
facilities, we kind of m x uses to not have these kind
of peak conditions. And so, we don't expect either
entry or exit of 300 cars in any particular hour. |
think the | argest nunmber in one hour was sonethi ng on

the order of 150 cars.
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VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: COkay. Thank you. Thank

you.
M. Taylor, I"'mtrying to address sone of

the concerns | saw here in the ANC, | may not hit them

all, but one ny coll eagues wll.
It's menti oni ng about bei ng
straightforward. |'mgoing to ask you this question.

Now, you have a liaison group that you neet with.

MR. TAYLOR: Correct.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Which you have a
representative fromANC on that |iaison --

MR. TAYLOR: Correct.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD:  Ckay.

MR. TAYLOR Right.

VI CE- CHAI R HOQOD: Fort Gaines, | guess,
the G vic Association, you nmet with thenf?

MR. TAYLOR: Correct.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: And you had a neeti ng,
SIS specific?

MR. TAYLOR: Correct.

VI CE-CHAIR HOOD: And you also net with
the ANCs 3-D and 3-E?

MR. TAYLOR: Correct.

VICE-CHAIR HOOD: Did all of themget the

sane i nformati on?
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MR. TAYLOR: As the project was evol ving,

yes. The presentations, yes, were consistent.

VI CE- CHAI R HOQOD: kay. Are you aware
that ANC 3-D has voted unani nously to oppose?

MR. TAYLOR  Yes.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: (Okay. And what do you
think the main thrust of that was? | read the letter.
| believe it's -- fromyour point of view

MR. TAYLOR: Well, ny opinionis indeedit
is based prinmarily on the Nebraska Avenue concerns as
bei ng the overwhel m ng i ssue of comrunity concern.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Wl |, why would it still
be -- | see that you added a |ane, DDOT has agreed
with it. That came from the conmunity. Even the
report showed that you didn't need to say that it was
a feasible or you shouldn't have to because it
woul dn't make that much of a difference, but why are
they still -- help ne understand why they're still in
opposi tion? | know when they conme up, we can find
out. And you went through all those neasures to make
t hose changes.

MR. TAYLOR: Well, if I"'mcorrect in ny
interpretation, what we're suggesting now has come
after. | ndeed, we concluded that process, hearing

what we did and even after we nade our presentation
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after the ANC voted. We then indeed said well let us
now consi der maki ng t hat change.

VICE-CHAIR HOOD: Oh, so this was put in
pl ace?

MR TAYLOR This is new. |n other words,
so this is new.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: So t hese groups that |
j ust nentioned have not had that opportunity to weigh
in on this?

MR.  TAYLOR This is part of our
subni ssion to you, yes.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. | was just
wondering. Okay.

Al'so, in DDOTs letter it tal ks about, and
| may have nmissed it, it tal ks about regarding the
matter of the parking stickers. Wat is that about?

MR TUWONDS: You know, that was somewhat
interesting in that that wasn't really an issue that
came up in this process. |If you may renenber, just a
coupl e of weeks ago the Zoning Comm ssion had a case
remanded it back fromthe Court of Appeals about this
very i ssue and the Board determ ned that particularly
put nore information into the order to discuss why
you, as Conm ssion nenbers, did not feel that it was

necessary to require American University to put
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parking stickers on all of its vehicles.

VI CE- CHAI R HOQD: So this is the same
request? This another request that we have kind of
dealt with previously?

MR. TUMMONDS: That's what | take it to

be, yes.

VI CE- CHAI R HOCOD: Ckay. I'"'m sure if
they're here, they'll come up and respond to it.

Ckay. Madam Chair, | may have a few nore
| ater.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Anyone else? M.
Hi | debr and?

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Actually, | do
I have a followup question on the traffic
circul ation.

Could you explain to ne how the |anes
operate in your garage entrance ranp? Are there two
| anes of circulation and then a pull-off lane that's
adj acent to the sidewal k?

MR. ABUD: Inthe driveway itself, there's
one entry lane and there are two exit |lanes. There is
not envisioned to be a pull-off Iane on Nebraska

Avenue to turn into the facility.
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COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: I f I'mcomng in

to drop sonmeone off, a spouse is dropping off a
teacher in the nornings and they pull into the
entrance to do the drop-off at the front door, where
do they go and how do they get back out, if they're
not going to the parking garage?

MR. ABUD: Wthin the garage, because the
garage i s not gate-controlled, so you can cone and go
as you leave and it's not shown on this drawi ng --

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: | don't think we
have a conplete set of drawi ngs for the garage plans
in our packets at this point. Do you have sonething
t hat shows that circul ation?

MR.  ABUD: Essentially, the exterior
driveway that you saw in the other drawing is at the
bottom of the drawing and then nakes an 180-degree
turn to get into the parking facility. Door into the
building is at that |location. And so there's a place
here to turn around and then go back out.

COW SSI ONER  HI LDEBRAND: But if I'm
dropping at the front door, I'd have to go all the way
into the garage and there's no turning area for nme
separate of going into the garage and doing sone
tricky maneuver to get back outside.

MR. ABUD: That's correct.
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COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Ckay. |Is there

a connection to the library at the terrace level to
t he garage?

MR ABUD: No, there is no connection
between the two buil dings. There is a library
expansion that's part of this building, but it wll
only be accessible through the library and not --

COWMM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: So there's no
pedestrian connecti on between the two buil di ngs?

MR ABUD. That's correct.

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: So | couldn't
choose to park in the garage and go study in the
library?

MR.  ABUD: Correct, w thout going up
t hrough the buil di ng.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Ckay. So this
parking structure is conpletely dedicated to the SIS
Bui | di ng?

MR.  ABUD: All our parking is really
general purpose and so we envision people parking in
this garage who mght go to cl asses el sewhere or who
m ght go to offices el sewhere on the canmpus. It's not
really --

COW SSI ONER HI L DEBRAND: So, it's not

specific to that building?
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MR.  ABUD: It's not specific to this

buil ding or to the people in this building.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Ckay. So it's
use i s envisioned for campus-w de use?

MR ABUD. That's correct.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Ckay. There was
some question fromthe comunity about why an i nternal
connection wasn't pursued. Did you look into the
possibility of connecting to the existing roadway
system by the library?

MR ABUD: W did not. As part of our
canmpus pl an, we' ve establ i shed howthe roadways within
the canpus go. And so we didn't | ook anew at that
guesti on.

MS. LEA: Let nme add to that. |In order to
get into the parking garage bel ow grade, you' d need
about 200 and sone feet of length of ranp in order to
do it at a 10-percent.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND:  Ri ght .

MS. LEA: And if you were to do it
internally, you cut off service to the library, which
occurs on the back side. And it also would nake it
difficult to allow pedestrians to circul ate across
that ranp down. So, that was one of the reasons we

| ooked at the | ocation where it is.
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COWM SSI ONER  HI LDEBRAND: So it is a

physi cal inpossibility --

M5. LEA: Right.

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: -- for services
tothe library that woul d preclude being able to cone
in fromthat side?

M5. LEA: Right.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Ckay. | want to
make sure | al so understand the | andscapi ng materi al s
and building naterials. It's my understanding, |
believe, in reading the packet that the facades are
going to be precast panels with --

MR ELEFANTE: That's correct. Pr ecast
concrete panel s and, you know, an al um numw ndow wal |
system w th gl azi ng.

COWMM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND:  And t he pavi ng
systens for new sidewal ks and the entrance ways?

MS. LEA It's a continuation of the
canmpus standard, which is a concrete unit paver with
a bl ue stone band around its edge.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Ckay. And the
drive aisle will be --

MS. LEA This arrival court would be
paved in that manner. All of the area that you see in

the yellowish tone would connect in with what's
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eventual ly going to happen throughout the Friedheim
Quadrangl e and has al ready happened on the northern
end of canmpus.

COWMM SSI ONER  HI LDEBRAND: Ckay. Thank

you.

So agai n, the building material s are goi ng
to be precast panels. |Is that true for the parts of
t he garage entrance ranp that you will see fromthe

publ i c space, the sidewal ks and things?

MR ELEFANTE: Yes, it is. | don't
believe | have a section here that actually shows t hat
condition, but | have one that's parallel to it that
may help you get a feel for that. But, this is cut
t hrough the atrium --

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND:  Yes.

MR. ELEFANTE: -- but if you cut this just
outside the building, here's grade. Slopes down and
then down again to this, which is the first parking
| evel, partial parking | evel and then partial finished
space level, our "terrace" |evel

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND:  Yes.

MR. ELEFANTE: So basically the ranp goes
down and down. So, that first roughly 120 feet, |
think it is, of the ranp before you hit a place where

it's covered, that woul d be exposed and t hat woul d be
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t he sane precast facade material. And the site plan,
you can see that we're kind of stealing as nuch space
as we can to cap over the last, oh, 60 feet of the
ranmp | think it is. So this drops. And then this
area of the site is actually up a little from where
the adjacent is to cover the ranp nore quickly. So
that's the area of the facade that would be exposed
that you' re addressing.

COW SSI ONER  HI LDEBRAND: Yes. Ckay.
That's it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN.  Thank you. | just
wanted to ask a question just to follow up on the
guestions that have been asked already about the
par ki ng.

There's a coment in the Ofice of
Planning report that says that the Project D and
Project E are intended to have adjoining parking
garages. And |I'mwondering if you could just tell us
in the future what's that going to look like for
Project E?

MR. ABUD: As shown on the canpus plan, E
isjust tothe north of Dand the intent is to -- when
that project is built, when Eis built, we would have
a second par ki ng garage that connects to the one under

the proposed SIS Building using the sanme driveway
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system

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay. So there will
not be anot her access point from Nebraska Avenue? It
woul d be the sane access point?

MR ABUD. That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. s that
somet hing that we could condition, the order? Are you
confortable with that?

MR ABUD: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Just so that we get
t hat cl ear.

And then is there -- as |'m |ooking at
that sane drawing and | see Project E. And then
there's a curb cut at Nebraska Avenue that's just to
the right. Wat does that curb cut serve right now?

MR. ABUD: It serves a service parking | ot
that we are planning to renove when we build the SIS
Bui | di ng.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: kay. So can we
capture both of those things that we would have a
shared access point for the garage on D and then the
future garage on E, and that that curb cut just to the
right of E would be elimnated as part of this
proj ect ?

MR, ABUD: Yes.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

47
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay. | also just

wanted to clarify, are you intending to bind
yourselves to providing as part of +this order,
providing all the green elenments of the building that
were articulated by M. Elefante?

MR ABUD: Yes, we are.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Ckay. You guys have
any questions?

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Parsons?

COWMM SSI ONER  PARSONS: I'm really
concer ned about this garage entrance. What apparently
you've been forced to do by citizen input, what |
think will destroy this beautiful avenue as it is
t oday, Nebraska Avenue, in front of your canpus; that
is, the generous setbacks, the beautiful |andscape
t hat you' ve got before these buil dings is nowgoing to
be not only a wi dened avenue, tearing down the trees
that | think M. Abud spoke to, or sonebody el se, and
the | think over-generous entrance to the parking
garage. | can't understand why this needs to be this
large. That's two separate i ssues, but now that DDOT
has wei ghed in and saying, you know, these 300 cars
warrant this kind of access is troubling to ne and |

think the way your presentation was, it's somehow up
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to us as to whether we ruin this |andscape.

So we're all in kind of box here, I think
because | think it's the wong thing to do based on
the traffic that you' re going to be generating here.
But experts tell us that that's not the case. So, the

community had an opportunity to respond to your new

proposal, is that correct? So they're on record
opposi ng this. It violates the canpus plan. It's
awf ul . It's going to generate traffic, etcetera

Qobviously you're working with the community, so you
hope to get a different response based on t he proposal
you've given to us, is that correct?

MR. ABUD. That's correct. And frankly,
the opposition to the building and our traffic plan
wi thout an extra lane cane fairly late in the gane.
And as of ten happens with conmunity processes, we were
working with a group of citizens who had vol unt eered
through their ANCs or through their ©citizens
association, had kind of worked through all the
guestions about traffic and access to the garage.
They seened satisfied that an additional | ane wasn't
needed. But as nore people got involved in the
process closer to our filing deadline, those fol ks did
not agree and so we were in a position of -- and

that's one of the reasons we did not make a change
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earlier in the process, is that it wasn't until
Septenber that the nore recent objections to the
traffic inpacts of the building cane about.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Vel |, maybe you
could put wup the diagram that shows these new
i mprovenents. | hate to use that word "i nprovenent."
Wy do you experts feel a right-turn lane, an
excl usi ve | ane wi deni ng Nebraska Avenue fromthe east
or maybe that's -- to the right of the diagram why
that is really essential. | mean, | assune you're
going to lose half a dozen trees just doing that. |
can appreciate the possible need for a left-turn
com ng the other direction, but --

MR ABUD: | think 1 wunderstand the
guesti on.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS: Wl |, it's the a.m
novenent, correct?

MR.  ABUD: Yes. Well, it's actually
a.m/p.m The traffic, interestingly enough, here in
both directions is al nost equal --

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Oh, is it?

MR ABUD: -- a.m and p.m So it's not
like it flows one direction in the norning and the
opposite direction in the evening.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  All right.
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MR ABUD: But the issue; we call that
di rection sout hbound, is southbound traffic making a
| eft turn onto New Mexi co Avenue that now gets backed
up both a.m and p.m and this Ileft-turn |I|ane
addresses that. Yes, it's not related to the new
building, but it is an existing condition that nakes
or exacerbates congesti on.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: But isn't that an
exclusive left-turn | ane now?

MR ABUD: No, it's not. This is the
proposal --

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Bot h | anes can go
straight or take a left.

MR.  ABUD: Currently both lanes can go
straight. The left lane only can turn left.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's at Foxhall,
that left turn?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  You need to be on a
m ke in order for us to pick you up.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS: Onh, see | didn't --

MR.  ABUD: You m ght be thinking about

Foxhal | Road further south where --

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: | think | am
MR. ABUD. -- you have a two-lane |eft.
COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Wl I, | just think
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this is really, really too bad, what you're going to

dotothis. | nmean, it's a handsone place right now.
Wll, let's deal with the entrance to the
garage. | notice you don't have any nice renderings

of what that's going to look Iike. Maybe you do and
you didn't show t hem

MR. ELEFANTE: Actually, it was the first
one.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  But | --

MR ELEFANTE: It was the first one that
shows sone idea about what the garage entrance woul d
be.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes, and the Red
Maple in there, the Japanese Red Maple that's been
i nserted.

MR. ELEFANTE: Actually, | think it's
Kor ean.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Is it Korean? |t
carmouf |l ages what | think is the problem The vomtory
or whatever we'll call it going down into the
| andscape canouflaged by a wall which | gather from
these sections is about three feet high, with no
| andscape treatnment of any kind, | guess because the
garage structure is below it, or the ventilating

system or sonething. Wat are those bl ack boxes?
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MR ABUD: These are air intakes or
exhaust s.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Wl |, what are we
going to do to help this hole in the ground? And why
does it have to be so wide? It appears to be three
| anes wide. Wy is that?

MR. ABUD:. The opening to the garage?

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Thr ee- hundr ed car s,
guys. | mean, what are we doing here? That's not a
| ot of cars.

M5. LEA: One clarification perhaps that
woul d help is this area of the entrance does not start
to slope. The sloping portion of the garage --

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes?

MS. LEA: -- starts here.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Ri ght .

MS. LEA: So, this will appear to be a
pl aza on grade.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes.

MS. LEA: Courtyard defined by the speci al
pavi ng.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Ri ght, as shown in
your sketch. And then you put the Korean Mapl e there
to canmoufl age the rest of the problem

MS. LEA: No, those aren't native, so
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we're not going to be using Korean or Japanese.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS: Wl |, right. GCkay.
But it's too wi de. It's too big. It's a gash in
| andscape.

MS. LEA: The instructions, | believe
fromthe traffic consultant was to provide one | ane
in --

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes.

MS. LEA: -- one lane that would all ow for
a left and a straight out, and one |ane that would
allow for a right out. That deternines the w dth of
t hat entrance.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: | ' mtal ki ng about
what happens when you go down into the garage. You' ve
retained the sanme width it appears of three |anes
com ng out of the garage. 1Is that correct?

MR.  ABUD: The three lanes are just up
where you can see them Once you get into the garage
on the terrace level, it drops back down to a nore
normal parking bay that is two |anes w de. So
literally the three | anes cone down to this turnaround
and then it reduces to two.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: | ' mtal ki ng about
the throat of the entrance and why it has to be, what,

35 feet wide, or whatever it is.
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MR ABUD: | think it's 36.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: To avoi d st acki ng
in the garage, people making left and right turns?
Why are you destroying your front yard? That's what
l"mtrying to get at. It's not right. It's just too
bad. A beautiful buildingwiththisinfront of it is
wWr ong.

MR. ABUD:. The driveway openi hg down into
t he garage coul d be narrower, could be just two | anes.
The three-lane need was defined really sone place at
the entry so that we could split those different
traffic novenments, but it could be narrowed down once
we get, you know, into the ranmp itself.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: | would hope so.
And t hen you coul d devel op | andscapi ng and, you know,
a sense of forecourt that exists with the rest of the
bui | di ngs.

Now, when you build Building E, how many
additional cars are you going to add? | nean, it's
probably premature, but anot her coupl e hundred?

MR. ABUD:. About 200, vyes.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: So we're talking
about 500 cars?

MR ABUD: Yes.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Whi ch  probably
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gi ves nore reason to do this than we're seei ng today.

MR. ABUD:. At the opening, yes.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: | just can't
i mgi ne 300 cars is going to make that inpact. | bet
all your professors don't arrive at the sane tine, do
t hey?

MR. ABUD: No, they don't.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: They probably don't
even travel in rush hour.

MR. ABUD: Usually not.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: So | just think
this whole thing is overkill. | don't know whet her ny
col | eagues agree with ne, but it's a shane what we' ve
got to do to Nebraska Avenue in your front yard and
your face to the conmunity. | don't know what to do
about it, but |I'mhoping we could at | east narrow t he
throat to get into the garage so we can enbellish this
pl ace.

| al so amcuri ous about the cistern, which
isanewideato us, | think. apparently to be punped
out at another time whenirrigationis necessary. And
you nentioned that, but | didn't see it in the
section. |Is it beneath the rain garden?

MR. ELEFANTE: Actually, you can just

barely see the corner of it on terrace | evel plan. So
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it's under the | andscaped corner. The cistern would
be right under this corner, under the terrace as it
faces onto the quad. And it's location in the
building is a matter of convenience really. There's
not particularly a strong case to be nade about where
it needs to go. It's subterranean, it's bel ow grade
and it's roughly 20 by 20 by 15 feet deep, so it
stores a lot of water.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Yes. And that's
coming off the roof of the building as well as the
terraces?

MR. ELEFANTE: Actually, as you can see,
there's an awful lot of siterelative to the amount of
roof . There's actually sone drai nage that cones from
the quad onto the site.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Yes.

MR. ELEFANTE: So that | would say it's
probably nore than 50 percent site water collection
t han roof collection.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  So this then would
be punped into an irrigation systen?

MR ELEFANTE: So then there's an
irrigation systemthat serves pretty much all of the
| andscaped areas that you see here. There are sone

areas that it actually wouldn't serve; and actually |
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shoul d probably | et Marsha take over here, but | think
for exanple the rain garden, the idea is that that's
an area that would work with the natural water
collection. And that's the sort of purpose of the
rain garden is to denonstrate what this climte
supports interns of plant life. But then other parts
of the site that woul d be devel oped into nore sort of
nor mal canpus | andscape fabric and there's, you know,
actually quite a highly-devel oped | andscape plan on
t he canpus. Those areas would presumably require
irrigation and that this would provide the irrigation
systemw th wat er.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: So there's no
intent to punp it into the storm sewer system as so
many of our retention basins do. That is, we have a
| ot of these retention basins so the rel ease can occur
after the storm But that's not the intent here
It's to irrigate the canpus.

MR. ELEFANTE: Not for this cistern. W
do have storm water managenent elenents in the plan
that it's sort of going up the stair step or going up
the | adder here. You know, when there's very, very
little water during the dry seasons, just about all of
it would be handled by the on-site rain garden

features. As it becones rainier, then literally the
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next thing to fill up would be the cistern. Inreally
rainy seasons, springtine is just raining every day,
we al so have stormwater filter systenms that are just
a normal storm water managenent type of system The
only thing about themthat's alittle bit different is
that they literally use a mnmulch conpost-type filter
rather than sand filters or gravel filters, or so on.
Soit"'sjust aslightly different technol ogy, but it's
pretty famliar stuff in terns of the normal storm
wat er nanagenent el enments.

So, inthe really rainy part of the year
when all of this is overwhelnmed with the anount of
water on the site, we will release water into the
storm wat er system

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Ckay. Nowthe rain
garden appears to be in front of Building E, which is
to be built later.

M5. LEA:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: And do we know
about the footprint of that? | nean, is this rain
garden a tenporary neasure?

MS. LEA: It is seen as sonething that
woul d probably go away or be reconfigured i f and when
a replacenment for the existing SIS were --

COMM SSI ONER  PARSONS: So you would
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i mgi ne the facade comng out toline up with the rest
of the buil dings?

MS. LEA: Yes, and | think that's what the
canmpus master plan suggests.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Ri ght . So that
woul dn't exist in the future?

MS. LEA: It may exist in a different
form but it wouldn't exist probably as you see it
her e. But we thought we had an opportunity in the
interim who knows how far away a change to that
building is, that we could express a rain garden on
the site in an area where students will wal k past. It
will, you know, hel p educate peopl e about stormwater
managenment and that we can do that in the interim

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS: Wl |, M. Abud, is
Building E in your career? | don't want to predict
your early retirenent, but --

MR.  ABUD: Yes, not knowi ng when |']|
retire, I don't know But it's certainly not in our
plans to do it within the existing canpus plan tinme
frame to 2010. |It's hard to say how nmuch beyond t hat
it would be. You know, the new SIS Building was on
the '89 canpus plan and here we are in 2005.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: So the existing

bui | di ng woul d be used -- obviously you're not going
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to board it up

MR. ABUD: Correct.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  You're going to be
using it for other purposes for the school?

MR ABUD: Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Ckay. vell, |
guess |1'd | i ke sonme reaction about nmy concern over the
entrance to the garage. Do you think there's sone way
we coul d work together to narrow this and get Ms. Lea
to dress it up?

MR ABUD: | think we could. W have the
same concern and as | said in ny testinony, it's
really, you know, we're forced to nmake trade-offs to
try and address issues that are raised and certainly
early on in the discussions for design of this
buil ding there was a | ot of concern about maki ng sure
cars could get in and out of here easily. And so it
probably is overboard in relationship to what the
actual traffic will be for it. So yes, | think we can
work to narrow it.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Al right. Now,
there's still a sidewal k al ong Nebraska Avenue, is
t here?

MR ABUD: Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Okay. Al right.
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Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just to follow up
since M. Parsons and M. Hildebrand raise the sane
issues, | think in addition to addressing the concerns
that M. Parsons rai sed about narrowi ng the driveway,
| think what we need are sone renderings so we know
exactly what this is going to |l ook |ike. Because the
one angl e that we have, it's not that clear. So if we
can have one that's maybe in the same orientation that
you have now and then another that's dead on and
anot her that's conming from if you' re noving north on
Nebraska Avenue so we can kind of look at it from
di fferent angl es. And then, just so we also
under stand what the trade-off is which was descri bed,
but maybe pictorially, with the additional -- what
goes away if we add the |lane and what stays if we
don't add the | ane, you know, a straight conparison.
That woul d hel p, | think.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: MadamChair, | et me just
ask a question. So we're not saying we're throw ng
out what DDOT has concurred with | guess the
nei ghbor hood as far as this extra lane. | understand
M. Parsons' concern, but again, a certain anount of
experts now have weighed in on it and they're saying

that they agree with adding that additional |ane. So
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| don't think we can just throw that away.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | "' m not suggesting
t hrowi ng anyt hi ng away.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. | just wanted to
make sure.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Jeffries, any
guestions?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  Well actually, |
was going to try to get through this wthout any
comment since all of my colleagues here, you know,
made a | ot of very good points, but | did have a very
short little conference here wi th Conm ssi oner Parsons
about ny concern about the awkwardness of that parKking
garage, particularly as you look at it on the campus
pl an. So | would just to nmke certain that the
Appl i cant understands that |'min full agreenent with
Comm ssi oner Parsons on this one.

And |I'm also just concerned about when
Building E gets into the nmix here and this parking
garage and how this is going to work given that cars
are goingtogoin, head this direction, come back and
then they're going to go all the way under Building E
and conme back, park and I'mjust a little concerned
about exactly how all that's going to work. And that

obviously will happen once Building E is devel oped,
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but I'm just concerned about, you know, how the
parking situation works in the garage in ternms of
getting people in and out.

But, that's effectively the only comments
that i have. |It's just really again | would agree.
| think if you | ook at the canmpus plan, it's just sort
of a very nice edge in terns of greenery and the
setbacks and so forth and | really do think it |ooks
i ke some sort of suburban el enent. It |ooks very
awkwar d. But again, that, as Vice-Chair Hood has
said, | mean, you know, the study says it really wll
help with traffic issues and so forth, but again, it
is very odd | ooking.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND:  Anot her questi on
per haps woul d be if you coul d provi de sone additi onal
anal ysis of whether or not the 500-car garage pushes
the need for that turning |lane in another direction.
In other words, is there a way that this could be
phased in. In other words, maybe it's not needed for
the 300-car garage, but ultinmately it's going to be
needed when you increase the new building on the E
site. | guess it would be interesting to get your
traffic analysis of that scenario to see if it guides
us one way or another.

MR. ABUD:. W actually did study that and
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even the 520 cars didn't require the left-turn |ane
into the garage.

COW SSI ONER HI L DEBRAND: That's
interesting, because it seens to be an awful |ot of
effort for something that your experts are saying is
not going to provide a significant benefit and it
potentially has sone very detrinental effects to the
street scape.

On a side note, just to change the subj ect
for a nonent, on your roof plan there's a note about
one of the fire stairs being an add alternate as to
whether or not it's going to the roof. What exactly
do you nean there? Wat is your proposal? It doesn't
show up on the el evations as being an elenent that's
vi si bl e.

MR. ELEFANTE: Actually that is sonething
t hat has very much unfol ded over tinme. Do we need one
stair? Do we need two stair? Wiy would we be
conpelled one way or another to have one or two?
Wher e shoul d they be, etcetera, etcetera. So, there's
actually kind of a snapshot in tine here where that
was literally put on the plans as we m ght need this.
This is an alternate.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: So you haven't

fini shed your code analysis of the building yet?
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MR. ELEFANTE: Actually, it really had to

do with not just the code analysis of the building.
Actual ly, under the IBCthings are alittle different
fromwhere we literally originally started planning
this al nost three years ago.

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND:  Yes.

MR ELEFANTE: But we are at a concl usion

point on this now. There need to be two stairs to the

roof. One will be at each core. One will be at the
north core, one will be at the south core.
COW SS| ONER HI LDEBRAND: | think we'd

like to see that in your perspective rendering too.

MR ELEFANTE: Yes, it's set back fromthe
edge of the roof, but you know, your point's well
made.

COWMM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: It's very cl ose
to the edge of the roof, in the floor plan that | have
anyway.

And al so, in some of your sections, you're
showi ng skylights in your extensive vegetated roof
area that don't show up on your roof plan.
Particularly, |I'mlooking at your transverse section
east-west. Are those skylights in that roof area, or
is the section m staken?

MR. ELEFANTE: The plan is correct. The

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

66

section is an earlier section.

COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Ckay. And coul d
you descri be nore of the function of the roof terrace?
| s that an occupi abl e terrace?

MR. ELEFANTE: Yes, it's occupiable. It's
sinply to |l et people get up to the roof and see what's
afairly interesting viewfromup there. There's been
a lot of debate about either the necessity or the
advisability of that. But it finds its way onto the
pl an.

COW SSI ONER  HI L DEBRAND: Ckay. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Is there anyone here
representing the ANC? Did you want to cross exam ne
any of the witnesses? You have that right as a party.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes, | would Iike

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:.  You'll get a chance
to make your report.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (O f m crophone.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. s there
anyone here from-- oh, never mnd. W'Il go to M.
Mor df i n. | alnpbst -- | don't know I was -- | was
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fixated on DDOT for a second there, so didn't want to
skip over the Ofice of Planning.

So, M. Mordfin, welcone.

MR.  MORDFI N: Good evening, Chair and
Menbers of the Conm ssion. |'m Stephen Mordfin with
the O fice of Planning.

The subj ect application is in conformance
with the provisions of Section 210 in that the
proposal is for an academc building on the main
canmpus of American University and within a residenti al
zone district.

The transportation anal ysi s i ndi cat es t hat
the addition of a fifth lane wll inprove the
cal cul ated | evel of service and DDOT concl uded that
the additional parking spaces wll not conprom se
i ngress and egress.

The proposal is also in confornmance with
requirenents for Project D as this building is known
on the canpus plan in that it will be set back the
sane di stance from Nebraska Avenue as Hurst Hall.

Trees and a rain garden will be added
al ong the Nebraska Avenue frontage.

The Applicant anmended the application to
i ncl ude t he wi deni ng of Nebraska Avenue as a result of

neetings with the ANC and no gates were proposed at
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the entrance to the garage.

The proposed FAR of 0.57 is | ess than the
maxi mum . 8 permtted.

The proposed building is smaller than
permtted by the canpus plan for the site.

No interim use of land off-canmpus is
pr oposed.

No maj or new buil di ngs are proposed to be
noved of f - canpus.

The applicationis inconfornmance with the
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an.

The subj ect application is in conformance
with the nmaxinmum FAR and total gross floor area
permtted for the canpus by the 2000 canpus pl an.

And DDOT supports the addition of a fifth
| ane to Nebraska Avenue for left turning novenents.

The O fice of Pl anni ng reconmends appr oval
of the application subject to the condition that the
conmbi ned total of underground parking for Projects D
and E not exceed 520 parking spaces.

And t hat concludes the presentation from
the O fice of Planning.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M.
Mor df i n.

Any questions fromthe Conm ssion for M.
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Mor df i n?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:.  Any questions?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Tummonds, any
guestions for the Ofice of Planning?

MR. TUMVONDS: (No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: ["m sorry, [|I'm
probabl y supposed to know your nane, but any questions
fromthe ANC?

MR. MJULLANE: |'m Hugh Ml ane.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Hugh Mul | ane. Okay.

Al right. |s there anyone here from DDOT
or any ot her Governnent agency?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Then we're
ready for M. Millane and the ANC report.

MR. MJULLANE: Good eveni ng and thank you
very much. M/ nane is Hugh Mullane. |'man ANC 3-D
Comm ssi oner fromANC 3-D-01. Thank you very ruch for
the opportunity to conme before you this evening and
tal k about this project.

| think at the outset, given sort of the
testinmony thus far and sonme of your questions, | think

it's inmportant to sort of start from where the
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baseline is, because sonetines that's so inmportant in
determ ning, you know, what the changes really are.
And if we really take what the baseline is right now,
is we see a T-intersection that's unbroken. There's
no entrance to a garage. There's no entrance to a
parking | ot up New Mexico Avenue. So that's really
the baseline. And | think if we don't view that as
the baseline, then it gets difficult to discern, you
know, what changes are naki ng substantial inpacts and
what changes are inpacts that we don't |ike.

And one of the community concerns fromthe
get go on this; and | disagree with the Anerican
University's chronology of the community concerns
because dating back to last June when they first
appeared before the ANC it was cl ear and unequi vocal
that the traffic congestion al ong Nebraska Avenue and
the traffic i npact of the proposal was paranount. And
| don't think we could have been any nore clear in
that nmeeting or subsequent neetings thereafter.

But, one of the nmai n probl ens here i s what
is being done to the T-intersection Nebraska and New
Mexi co. And we should not take it for a given that
t he entrance to t he garage nust exist there. Anerican
University's other large parking lot, which is just

off the right of this map, would sort of be at the
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corner sout h of Nebraska Avenue and west of New Mexi co
is a large parking |ot. That garage, that parking
lot; it is not a garage, has two entrances. One on
Nebraska Avenue and one on New Mexi co Avenue, neither
of which is sited at a traffic light. Now, | think
that's critical to take the proposition that the
traffic entrance nust go, the garage entrances nust be
right there. That, coupled with the fact that
American University was categorically opposed,
categorically opposed, despite repeated efforts you
engage themon this topic, of creating any internal
access to the garage. And the concern then becane
American University was very concerned about the
canmpus aest heti cs but unconcerned about t he aesthetics
of the nei ghborhood. And so what we have goi ng here
is the canpus and the buil ding are going to | ook very,
very nice, but as you step off the canpus and the
traffic congestion that this building is going to
create, is going to be nore problenmatic.

Now, there are already existing internal
routes within the canpus that could create a parking
garage so that there woul d be no entrance what soever.
| nmean, the best case scenario; and | think you woul d
submit this, Conm ssioner Parsons, is that if Nebraska

Avenue could remain sort of pristine and virgin in
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this respect. And so, the starting point can't be
there has to be an entrance there. The starting point
has to be let's cone up with a way that will keep
Nebr aska Avenue as pristine as possi bl e and as good as
possible interns of traffic flow But when you start
with, well, the driveway has to be there, then you
sort of change the equation i nmediately. You started
froma different baseline.

And we've sort of heard two different
answers to the question of why can't the interior part
of the canpus be used as a neans of accessing this
buil ding? And we've heard a new answer today. The
previ ous answer was well, we've never | ooked at it and
we'd really prefer not to disturb canmpus aestheti cs,
whi ch | woul dn't di spute i ndependently except for the
fact that the aesthetics of the nei ghborhood are being
expensed for the sake of canmpus aesthetics and that
just doesn't seemto be fair.

But the other response we heard this
evening was that it was physically i npossible for that
to happen. Now, |I'mgoing to take that at its word in
a sense, but we don't have any study that backs that
up. | nean, that's a bold statenent and a bold
stat enent w t hout any support just strikes ne as being

conpletely illogical. | nmean, it's a flat parking | ot
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there right now. It has a different entrance and
there's existing routes already. | can see nothing in
the terrain that would make it inpossible; and that
was the word, inpossible, to access the building
t hrough anot her route. | mean, | think everyone would
stipulate that if the access was through the other
part of the canpus into this building and the garage
was sort of in the back, that we woul d preserve both
canpus aesthetics, to some extent, and the
nei ghbor hood and the streetscape aestheti cs.

Now, what | want to sort of enphasize now
too is the fact that the ANC and the nei ghbors, when
they evaluated this proposal, |ooked first to what
does the canmpus plan say? Because you heard tonight
from American University they've worked with the
nei ghbor hood because they agreed to put inthis fifth
| ane.

Wel |, Conm ssioners, if the ANC and the
community were only able to extract that concession,
the work-with sort of arrangenents, we haven't done
very well, because that was actually a condition, it
was a condition of the canpus plan. |f all we've done
is gotten the to agree what they've already agreed to
or been required to do, that's not exactly sort of

noving the ball very far. | nmean, working with in
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this environnment neans parties com ng together and
maybe nobody getting exactly what they want. There's

a lot of neighbors who have conplained to ne they

shoul dn't be able to build this building at all. And
|"ve said to them "Well, you know, that's not a fair
starting point." But on the other hand, American

University has sort of said to the neighborhood
basically, "W're going to build this building and
we're going to put this driveway where we want to and
we're going to have a few neetings to talk about it,
but we're not going to change anything.” And we had
neeting after neeting and not until after the ANC
issued its decision did they even sort of step up to
one of the conditions that they've been required to
conply with. | nean, that can't be what good public
policy requires in these situations. | mean, the
i mportant public policy issue is this. There's a lot
of time and effort it takes to drive and come up with
t hese canpus plans. It takes a |lot of sweat equity
fromthe community, it takes a lot of equity fromthe
university and it takes a l ot of equity here too. But
if at the end of the day the plan is going to be able
to be sort of, you know, jettisoned, different
provisions wll be jettisoned and the work-with

provi sion doesn't really nean rmuch, then it's really
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going to be very difficult to convince people to ever
participate in these proposals because they know,
well, don't even worry about this now. We'Ill worry
about this when it comes to the Zoning Commi ssion
hearing. | mean, that just seens to me to be a wong-
headed notion. And that what the ANC and what the
comunity was trying to do; |argely unsuccessfully,
was trying to get AUto focus on a way of mtigating
the inpact of the traffic on Nebraska Avenue here.
And at the same time, preserving sort of the best
possi bl e aesthetics, both for the nei ghborhood and f or
the university.

Now, under this theory then, what AU is
basically propounding is basically this, is that
traffic on Nebraska Avenue is bad and so really
not hing we can do is going to make it really all that
much worse. So it doesn't really matter what we can
do, what we do in effect. And | think that's really
a horrible way of approaching a situation like this.
Just because there is already existing traffic doesn't
nmean that, you know, it just doesn't matter and we
shoul d just site things where they' re convenient for
us and where we have the best possible ingress and
egress and where canpus aesthetics are preserved. |

think it just means the opposite. | nean, | think it
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neans that people are supposed to sort of work
together and conme up with a plan that preserves the
aest hetics of the nei ghborhood and the aesthetics of
the university.

And in that respect, two other inportant
things are to be noted. Across the street from
American University is the Metropolitan Methodi st
Church. They run a nursery school. Across the street
fromthat, one block back, is the Horace Mann Public
El ementary School . W have an enornous nunber of
small children in this area. Wat they're doing, the
traffic, theextratraffic they' re putting on Nebraska
Avenue, the extra density they're putting there i s not
going to nake the situation better for those school
chil dren or those nursery school children. No one has
taken any of that stuff into account in the way
t hey' ve sort of designed this plan.

| have just a couple nore points.

The biggest traffic concern we see is in
the evening for this program and I'Il explain why.
The normal traffic experience that nost of us have is
we cone into work in the norning, we park at our
garage or wherever; we take Metro even, and at the end
of the day we | eave. And then that's sort of it. The

traffic sort of ends at 6:00 or 7:00. But what
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happens at Anerican University is different, and it's
nore serious for this reason. They have an evening
rush hour that runs two ways basically, because they
have an eveni ng school. There's a night school there
basi cal |l y. And so, not only do you have in the
eveni ng, you have sort of a rush hour to get out, but
you have a rush hour to get in. And so, you're going
to have, you know, traffic on top of traffic here.
And so, this makes that situation worse. And they're
data col l ection sort of conpletely ignoredthis entity
and actually what they did is they stopped collecting
data at 5:00

Now, not just to me; | think to any
rational reader of this study, it doesn't make any
sense. | nean, the height of the traffic period they
stopped collecting the information and just sort of
extrapol ated fromthere.

But what you're going to see an buil ding
like this, especially when they add of the next
building, is you' re going to see real gridlock in an
area of town that is not designed to handle this kind
of gridlock and is really going to be a big problem
for the community if it's allowed to pass as drafted,
and even as redrafted.

That's all | have to say. |'m happy to
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sort of try to answer any questions and to el ucidate
any of the sort of the timng issues, Conmm ssioner
Hood, that may have sort of trickled howthis sort of
cane about.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Okay. Any questions
fromthe Comm ssion for M. Millane? Any questions?

M. Parsons?

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: M. Mul | ane, as you
|"m sure know, the through traffic or the internal
road system goes from Rockwood Parkway into
Massachusetts Avenue. Right?

MR, MULLANE: Yes.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: So if they are to
serve this building fromtheir internal road system
is that what you nean?

MR, MULLANE: Yes.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: | n ot her words, the
main entrances to the canpus would still be on
Rockwood Par kway and Massachusetts Avenue?

MR. MIULLANE: Right. That's correct.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Sonehow t hey woul d
build a road on the surface --

MR. MULLANE: Oh, no, no. The road exists
on the surface there.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS:  No, | nean, we're
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trying to get back to this building fromthat road.

MR. MULLANE: ©Ch, it does, yes. No, it
physically exists. They don't have to build a road.
They' d have to build a ranp into the garage fromt hat
road.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS:  Ckay. Maybe you
could show us on the canpus plan. | don't want to
personal i ze this as your proposal, but a proposal.

MR. MJULLANE: And maybe | --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | need you to stay
close to the mke or pick it up so that we stay on the
record.

MR. MULLANE: And rmaybe there's sort of a
| arger point here, that it's not even so nuch that
we're saying this is the sine que non plan that woul d
sol ve everything. Qur point is that they didn't
consider it at all. And the failure to consider sort
of a basic plan like this and to do a study and to
sort of talk with the nei ghbors about sonething like
this, just it should be reason for a flat rejection.
That's really what the ANC was sayi ng.

But, if I can try to orient nyself here,
there is a road that basically runs --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just step back so we

can see as you point.
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MR. MJLLANE: This is the Massachusetts

Avenue entrance. And there is a road that runs
t hrough here that connects to this garage and then
around here. This is all roadway. This is all
actually roadway. | mean they have it, to sone
extent, blocked off and it's not necessarily used as
its fullness as a roadway. But it is physically a
road; | nmean, |'ve walked onit, I've runonit, |'ve
chased ny kids onit, that coul d acconmodat e vehi cul ar
traffic, particularly vehicular traffic of this
guantity.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: So then, if you
woul d, come in off Rockwood Parkway and show us how
you woul d get there.

MR. MULLANE: Well, Rockwood Par kway woul d
require either comng in through here and --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. St ep away agai n.

MR,  MJULLANE: Sorry. It's basically

t hrough here and then here. But these are roads.

COW SSI ONER  PARSONS: They're not
pat hways.

MR. MJULLANE: Vell, | nean, they're
asphalt roads that carry vehicles now. | nean, they

carry canpus vehicles all the tine.

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: I f you | ook in
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Tab C of your hearing packet, there is an aerial
phot ograph that's part of the traffic study that shows
t he pave way systemand t he parking, the site parking
that's not currently shown on the master plan, or the
20-year plan. This photograph.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Is it page 2?

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND:  Page 2.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay.

COWM SSI ONER  JEFFRI ES: What do you
suppose the width of these existing roadways are and
could it be feasible to expand then? |Is that what
you' re proposing?

MR.  MULLANE: Well, | guess what | am
proposi ng once agai n, Comm ssioner Jeffries, is that
this be sonething be studied. | nmean, | do think it
could at this current point handle vehicular traffic
because in fact it does. You know, exactly how they
woul d they like to configure it to handle the traffic
for this particular building, you know, | think, you
know, is sonething that should be sort of nore fully
eval uat ed. But ny point is to say at the very
beginning we're not going to evaluate any of this.
And oh, by the way, the starting point for this
di scussion is the entrance is, you know, creating a

three-way intersection on New Mexico and Nebraska
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There's a four-way intersection there, and that's
going to be the baseline. | nean, that just strikes
nme as being just unfair and inconsistent with campus
pl an, which really of course is the starting point for
this.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | just want to maybe
get us back to an appropriate starting point, because
you seemto be, on the one hand you want to i nvoke t he
canmpus plan and on the other hand you want to reject
t he canpus plan. Because the conditions for Projects
D and E, the reason that we said explore adding a
fifth lane; and three of us, M. Hood, nyself and M.
Parsons, sat on the nost recent canpus plan, was
because we anti ci pated excess to Projects Dand E from
Nebraska Avenue. Oherwi se, there's no point to have
t he turning | ane.

So, you know, | nean, on the one hand |
think that, you know, you're raising sone interesting
poi nts, and we can ask that the Applicant to respond
to them but it was contenpl ated back when we devi sed
t he canpus plan that access to Projects D and E woul d
be from Nebraska Avenue. student

MR. MULLANE: Right, but | guess ny point
istw part here. Certainly, | don't think the campus

plan, at least as | read it, requires the intersection
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or the entrance to be at New Mexi co Avenue. |In fact,
the existing entrance to that parking lot is not at
New Mexi co Avenue. So, | nean, | think a change there
is not necessarily required.

But ny point though is it is in a sense
distinct in that we would not necessarily oppose any
entrance from Nebraska Avenue, but what we're
suggesting is that that is naybe sort of an
acconmodat i on, or a reasonabl e accommpdati on between
t he nei ghbors and between the university is to have
access to the parking lot, both internally and from
Nebraska Avenue. And in a sense, | nean, the entrance
on the Fletcher Gate over here is functionally
accessed fromNebraska Avenue. | nean, you know, this
is really 15 feet from Nebraska Avenue.

CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: | guess one of the
things |"mjust struggling with is | don't understand
conpletely the opposition to creating a four-way
i ntersection, because it seens |ike you would want to
have one point of inpact which would be a four-way
i ntersection, rather than having a point of inpact at
New Mexico Avenue along Nebraska and then having
anot her point of inpact elsewhere. Wy not have a
singl e point of inpact?

MR. MJLLANE: Well, because | think in
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part it's the proximty to Ward Gircle at that area of
i npact coupled with the fact that, you know, you're
really going to push traffic down New Mexi co Avenue.
And you get a block down New Mexico Avenue, | rmean,
literally a bl ock down New Mexi co Avenue, and you're
in front of the school, you're in front of a public
el enmentary school

And so | think making a disaster out of
this block by putting the traffic inpetus there is
where our objection rests.

And this is the other point. |If they had
done traffic studi es that had said, okay, we | ooked at
an entrance here, and we | ooked at an entrance here,
and we | ooked at an entrance here, and we | ooked at an
entrance here, and we |ooked at, you know, the
internal use of the canpus existing roads, existing
entrances, the Mass. Ave entrance, which is ny mnd
shoul d be sort of the primary entrance that shoul d be
utilized in a project like this, then we coul d have a
di scussion about this. But the problemis that, you
know, we don't have that. And so, it's hard for us to
say, you know, categorically, you know, that this is
-- | think it's hard for them to say that
categorically this is the best way to do it when they

haven't consi dered anythi ng el se.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Thank you.

Anyone el se? M. Hood?

VI CE-CHAIR HOCOD: Let ne just ask. You
nmenti oned about the Fletcher Gate entrance. I''m
| ooking at that. |Is that a clear path tothe site, if
were to use the Fletcher Gate entrance?

MR, MULLANE: Yes.

VI CE- CHAI R HOQOD: No bl ocked roads or
anyt hi ng?

MR. MJULLANE: Well, | nean, there may be
bl ocked roads in the sense that they have, you know,
a pole or, you know, | nean, what's cone to be sort
of , you know, the Washington, D.C synbol of sort of
a |l arge, you know, tree plant that sort of works as a
barri cade and offers sone aesthetic value to it. But
| nmean, it's not sonething that they' re going to have
to rip dowmn a building to do.

VI CE- CHAI R HOCD: And let nme nmake sure |
understand your point with this T-entrance at New
Mexi co and Nebraska. Your point is that they didn't
| ook maybe further up the street or a little further
-- | don't know if that's north or south, how it's
runni ng, but further towards Fl etcher Gate. So you're
sayi ng that they coul d have | ooked sonewhere el se for

anot her entrance other than where that T is?
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MR. MULLANE: Right. | nmean, the existing

entrance right now is right here. And this is the
exi sting entrance -- all right. |'m blocking again.
But that's the existing entrance to what is an
exi sting parking | ot there now But our point hereis
that they're building an indoor, or an underground
i ndoor parking lot. The larger parking ot which is
right here is not in ground, so you know, you're sort
of exposed to the elenents. Any rational human bei ng
is going to try to park here underground, not exposed
to the elenents that's, you know, steps away from
canpus rather than sort of having to slog it across.

VI CE- CHAI R HOQOD: Let ne ask you this.
You nentioned --

MR.  MULLANE: Whiich is going to be
preferred parking, | think.

VI CE- CHAI R HOCD:  You nenti oned about the
dual rush hour that they have.

MR. MJULLANE: Right.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Never heard it put that
way, but with the dual rush hour wouldn't it make nore
sense to put it at a traffic light so you have sone
control neasures in place?

MR MJULLANE: Well, | don't think so in

this respect. | think the problemis that putting it
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right here and sort of making New Mexico Avenue a
t horoughfare for this entrance is not going to be
hel pful to the nei ghborhood because, like |I said, you
know, there's a school literally right here. | nean,
literally right over here is the Horace Mann School
t hat occupies that block. There's a nursery school
for the Methodist Church that occupies that bl ock.
The dual rush hour is a dual rush hour for AU I
nmean, there are still children at that school on that
pl ayground at 5:00. | mean, there's after school
activities fromthe school and there's just that part
of the school is a magnet. That school is a nagnet.
The pl ayground there is a magnet for the nei ghborhood;
m nd you, a good magnet. | rmean, | think we should
encourage our children to be outside and playing and
stuff like that. But really it is a magnet.

And so | think that the traffic there wll
be -- you know, you won't get the traffic -- right now
on New Mexi co Avenue for instance, you can al ways make
aright turnonred. | nean, this traffic really does
fl ow reasonably well here. Once you add this traffic
entrance here; there's aright-turn arrow, you' re not
going to be able to have that right-turn arrow.
You' re not going to be able to have the sanme existing

flows. To the extent that the traffic gets backed up
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over here, what's going to happen too i s you're going
to start pushing traffic through the nei ghborhood,
basically down the block of the school. And | think
that's a bad effect, especially when, you know, the
main artery of the entrance should be through here
where you don't even expose Nebraska Avenue to a | ot
of this traffic, and clearly not all of it. And I'm
not trying to say that, you know, everything would go
that way. But, you know, it just doesn't work that
way. | mean, you know, we didn't site the entrance to
the parking lot in any way. It was sort of |ocated
with any of the lights or anything |ike that.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. All right. Thank

you.
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se?
COWM SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: Wl I, | guess |
want sone clarity on this particular issue. It seens

that Anerican University has come to the table with a
proposal to wi den Nebraska Avenue to provide the fifth
| ane. But are you saying that that does not alleviate
the ANC s concerns, that even with that option the ANC
woul d still not support this project?
MR. MULLANE: That's correct.
COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: Have you had a

public neeting on that?
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MR. MJULLANE: W actually had two public

neet i ngs.
COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: On this, to Zoni ng?
MR.  MULLANE: Yes. The first public
neeting was in June, | believe. And the second public
neeting was in Cctober. And we had a lot of
residents --

COM SSI ONER PARSONS: Because the
university's presentation to us said that, as |
understood it, that this new proposal, you hadn't had
an opportunity to see yet.

MR MULLANE: That is correct.

COWM SSI ONER PARSONS:  So when you say to

us the ANC would oppose it, you re speaking for

your sel f ?

MR. MULLANE: Well, | think if you | ook at
the decision that was witten by the ANC, | nean,
there was a nunber of objections. One of the

objections was a failure to abide by the plan, and
that was in several respects. But the plan called for
a fifth lane of traffic, but also called for sone
other things that are inportant. It also called for
working with the community in terns of siting any of
t hese entrances. | nean, we believe they haven't done

that. W believe that just sort of saying that the
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entrance is going to be here and we're not going to
| ook at anything else, that's not working with the
comunity. That's telling the community what you're
going to do. It's having neetings telling the
comunity what you're going to do. But it clearly
doesn't satisfy the definition of working wth.

| mean, | understand. | nean, Anerican
University is in many respects a very good nei ghbor.
And recently they've had, you know, | eadership issues
that have nmade things perhaps nore conplicated for
them so I'm not faulting them you know, either
institutionally or personally. You know, in
particular, |I nmean, David Taylor, you know, is a very
nice person to work with. So this is not, you know,
| mean, there's has no personal aninus to any of this.
Far fromit, | would say.

COMM SSI ONER PARSONS: But they cane with
a canmpus plan that showed an entrance here with five
| anes of traffic.

MR, MULLANE: No.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  No?

MR. MULLANE: No. OCh, a canmpus plan? |I'm
sorry. Their plan.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: Approved canpus

pl an that showed an entrance to this building here.
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MR MJULLANE: No.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  Where does it show
t he entrance?

MR MJULLANE: It didn't site the entrance.
That was the point, they don't work with the conmunity
to sort of figure out where that entrance was goi ng to
be.

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: | guess we needed
a copy of the canpus plan.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: The rel evant
conditions are in the Ofice of Planning report as an
attachnent.

MR MJLLANE: | nmean, Conm ssioner
Parsons, | guess | find that one to be sort of the
hardest to believe in a sense because there's no
entrance there now. | mean, there's a bunch of
entrances on Nebraska Avenue, but there's none there.
| mean, in effect, they' re creating a new one and t hey
just haven't justified it.

COW SSI ONER  HI LDEBRAND: | think the
Chair's point is well nmade. If you look at the
conditions, particularly (10)(d), where it tal ks about
Buildings Dand E, it specifically nentions that the
Applicant will work with the District of Colunbia and

nei ghboring property owners to develop a detailed
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streetscape for Nebraska Avenue from Ward GCrcle to
Rockwood Parkway incorporating the provision for
wi deni ng Nebraska Avenue for a turning |lane. So,

nmean, it <clearly inplies that there was sone
under standi ng that there was a need to wi den Nebraska
Avenue and |'m assunming that this got some comunity

support at that tinme.

MR.  MULLANE: I guess | just disagree
Conmm ssi oners. | don't think the plan is specific
enough on this point. | think they left it open.

think it was an open question that they left for the
community and the university to work together wth
each other to resol ve.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: But it also called
for aranmp into each building for a parking garage of f
of Nebraska Avenue. That's what it says. | don't
know what the graphics show. That's what it says.
"The Applicant shall design ranps to the parking
garage under each building to mnimze the inpact on
Nebraska Avenue traffic fromturning | anes.™

MR. MULLANE: But --

COW SSI ONER PARSONS: So when you say
that the university cane to you and said, "This is
it," they had a canpus plan to back themup. |'mnot

trying to defend them but | think you're being a
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l[ittle -- | understand your point of view, but to say
you ought to cone in through Rockwood Parkway and
drive through the rest of the campus and why didn't
you consider that, in their defense, that's not the
canmpus pl an.

MR, MJLLANE: Wll, and that's a fair
point, | think. But |I think it's also not the campus
pl an and then -- and by definition sort of the inverse
of that is true too; which is our argunent, that it
doesn't call for putting it right there and it calls
for working with the comunity.

COW SSI ONER PARSONS:  All right.

MR MJLLANE: And we've seen --

COWMM SSI ONER PARSONS: W' re goi ng ar ound
in circles here.

MR. MULLANE: But | take your point. [|I'm
not saying that that's an actual requirenent of the
canmpus plan. |1'msaying that that's an exanpl e of how
the community could work together.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Hood?

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD:  Yes, just one second.
| want to keep this very short, but you Kkeep
nment i oni ng about working with, and when | ran the |i st
dowmn to M. Taylor we tal ked about the liaison. You

are represented on that liaison's group, correct?
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MR. MJLLANE: I am one of the ANC

Comm ssioners in that group. | nean --

VI CE- CHAI R HOQOD: Oh, so you're on the
group? You're the liaison on the group with Anerican
Uni versity?

MR, MJILLANE: No, the official Iiaison
fromthe ANC is the Chair, Al nma Gates.

VI CE- CHAI R HOQOD: So that's who your
representative is on that group who's been working
on --

MR.  MULLANE: Ri ght . Now, that having
been said, you know, there are a | ot of other nenbers
fromthe ANC who sort of attend these neetings.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: But you all were
represented on that group? You have a representative?

MR. MJULLANE: That's correct, yes.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD:  Ckay.

MR MJILLANE: And these issues were
di scussed at a neeting in Septenber with Anerican
University prior to the Cctober hearing, you know,
with the ANC.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: So t here was no di al ogue
di scussi on back and forth in those sessi ons where t hey
were working to try to neet sone terns? Because |

know in ny conmunity, when sonebody comes with a
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presentation, we don't just take it foolproof and
that's the gospel. Doesn't work like that.

MR. MJLLANE: Vell, and that's exactly
what happened in our conmunity, Conmm ssioner Hood,
except we ended up wth, you know, until the
presentation this evening, or until the subn ssion of
two weeks ago, you know, we coul dn't even get themto,
you know, sort of abide by even any of the conditions
that were in the canpus plan, let alone any sort of
working with totry to come up with, you know, sort of
a best practice here.

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Do you know whet her or
not Fort Gaines has the sane position you have,
because | didn't have see anything?

MR. MJULLANE: You know, they are not in
our ANC. The ANC really divides here a |ong
Massachusetts Avenue. And so | think as a purely
technical nmatter, because it falls wthin the
geogr aphi cal boundary of ANC 3-D as opposed to ANC 3-
E, they didn't have technical jurisdiction. You know,
your notice wouldn't have gone to --

VI CE- CHAI R HOCD: So Fort Gai nes, because
the ANC boundaries are not always the same as the
civic association --

MR. MJLLANE: Right.
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VI CE-CHAI R HOOD: -- so Fort Gaines i s not

actually there. They're also not in 3-D?

MR MJILLANE: That's correct. That's
correct.

VI CE-CHAIR HOOD: Ckay. So they're in
3-E?

MR. MULLANE: Ri ght, because they are sort
of over this way.

VI CE-CHAIR HOOD: All right. Thank you.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Tummonds, any
guestions?

MR. TUMMONDS: (O f m crophone.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Thank you.

Thank you.

Al right. |s there anyone who would |i ke
to testify in support of the application? Anyone who
would like to testify in support?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON MI TTEN:

Okay. | have one person on ny list who'd
like to testify in opposition. M chael Mazzuchi.

| s there anyone else who'd |like to join
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M. Mazzuchi at the table and testify in opposition?
Now woul d be the tinme to come forward.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  You' re goi ng to have
t hree m nutes.

MR, MAZZUCHI : Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: W usually have a
cl ock that you can see, but we're still intransition,
so Ms. Schellin will give a one-m nute warning.

MR. MAZZUCHI : Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN.  Ckay?

MR,  MAZZUCHI : Yes. Thank you, Madam
Chai r man. I'm M chael Mazzuchi from 4430 Maconb
Street and | just wanted to note that the people who
are opposed to this are not really the citizens
committee for wi dening Nebraska Avenue. Wat we're
trying to do really is point out that AU has not
recogni zed the traffic problemthat this devel opnent
would create and we want them to recognize that
traffic problemand then we want themto realistically
assess the alternatives that they m ght explore to do
somet hi ng about it.

Just briefly, | really think that the
traffic study that's been nentioned so many tines

today is not adequate to the task of enabling this
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Commi ssion to nmke a proper decision about this
proposal. The study is flawed. It prevents way too
optimstic a picture of the traffic inpact on the
ar ea. It's contradicted by AUs own prior traffic
studi es.

The biggest item highlighted at the
di scussion of the ANC neeting is that the HNTB study
has no data on which to assess the traffic in and out
of the proposed parking garage during the 5:00 to 6: 00
p.m rush hour. HNTB stopped collecting data for its
study at 5:00 p.m and sinply assunmed that traffic in
and out of the parking garage from5:00 to 6: 00 would
be the same as from 4:00 to 5:00. Thi s confounds
common sense, and at the ANC neeting AU presented no
expl anati on whatever of why it decided to assess
potential traffic in this manner.

Now, after the flawin the HNTB study has
been pointed out, the revised study attached to AU s
Cctober 24th submission presented a post hoc
rationalization that "based on observati ons of vari ous
university parking facilities and an under st andi ng of
current class schedul es and staff working hours, it is
a conservative assunption that activity in the 5:00
p.m hour is simlar to activity in the 4:00 p.m

hour.” But HNTB has sinply pulled the conservative
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assunption out of thin air. Indeed, even the January
2005 HNTB study itself nade the obvious point that it
is likely that there are sinultaneous peaks of
activity in the parking facilities and on the
roadways. So if a study --

MRS. SCHELLIN: One minute.

MR MAZZUCHI : Excuse ne?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: That was your one-
m nut e.

MR, MAZZUCH : So if study is going to
| ook at peak roadway traffic from5:00 to 6:00 p.m,
shouldn't it get the activity data to match it?
Again, there is certainly precedent here. The 2000
Grove Slade traffic report, which acconpani ed t he 2000
campus pl an, col |l ected data bet ween 8: 00 and 10: 30 and
between 4:30 and 6:00. There is no reason why HNTB
coul d not have done the same thing.

The fl aws show up readi |l y when you conpar e
the data from the 2000 Gove Slade study that
acconpani es the canpus plan with the HNTB study. One
can see where they collect data the same hour the
results are conparable. Notably though, where G ove
Sl ade collected data and HNTB did not, the results
di verge very sharply with Grove Sl ade projecting four

times the evening peak inbound trip generation and
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twi ce the evening peak outbound trip generation.

Simlarly, looking at the 2000 G ove
Sl ade actual observations, one can see that HNIB is
reachi ng the obviously flawed conclusion that --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ti n®.

MR MAZZUCHI : -- AU can increase the
parking at the site by over 450 percent and have the
eveni ng rush hour trip generation drop by 47 percent.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: M. Mazzuchi, | need
you to wap it up and I would |love to get a copy of
your witten statenent.

MR, MAZZUCH : Ckay. In sum the HNTB
study is inadequate and does not give the Commi ssion
an accurate basis on which to nmake a concl usi on about
t he i npact of the AU proposal on traffic in the area.
For this reason, AU s proposal should be deni ed.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you. Coul d you
just help orient us? You live at 4430 Maconb Street?
Can you sort of showus, and if you're going to speak
whil e you' re standing, bring the m ke with you or just
poi nt and conme back

MR . MAZ Z UCH I

(O f mcrophone.)
CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Thanks.

That's hel pful. When you said in your testinony that
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the conclusions of HNTB contradict the prior AU
traffic studies, were you speaki ng excl usively about
t he counts between 5: 00 and 6: 00, or were there other
aspects?

MR, MAZZUCHI : Well, it's pretty much the
counts between 5:00 and 6: 00, yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay. | just wanted
to make sure that we understood your point.

MR MAZZUCHI : It's the projected rush
hour trip generation.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. COkay. Anyone el se,
guestions for M. Mazzuchi?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Okay. M. Tunmonds,
did you have any questions?

MR . T UMMONDS

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: And then, M.
Mul l ane, did you have any questions on cross
exam nati on?

MR. MJULLANE: (No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. And as | said,
we'd love to get your witten statenent, and you can
give those to Ms. Schellin.

MR. MAZZUCHI : Ckay. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Thank you.

Al right. Anyone else who'd like to
testify either in support or opposition.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON MI' TTEN:

Ckay. M. Tummonds, your show agai n.

MR TUWMONDS: We will have two rebuttal

W t nesses. W have Marsha Lea and Jorge Abud.
Marsha will start.
M5. LEA: | think it would be worth just

going back a little bit and talk about the goals of
t he canpus plan, one of which was to take as nuch of
the surface parking | ot parking that exists today at
Anerican University and put it into garages and that's
to allowthemto create nore green space on canpus for
their own use and for the conmunity, but also to take
the vehicular traffic that runs currently through the
m ddl e of canpus out of the center of canmpus and
create a greener, but a nore pedestrian-friendly and
safe environnent for the students, faculty and staff.

The proposed building sits on an 80-car
surface parking lot, or would sit on an 80-car surface
parking |ot. There's currently a large surface
parking area here that is proposed to be renoved and

turned into a new quadrangl e. The Katzen Arts Center
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replaced a surface parking |ot. So the goals, as
approved in the canpus plan were to put parking into
garages and put those garages on the perineter of
canmpus so that the cars would get into those as soon
as possible and not have a negative inpact on the
canmpus itself.

And just to speak to some of the issues
that were raised about how we mght access the
proposed garage sone ot her way besides com ng of f of
Nebraska Avenue, if we were to enter through the
Rockwood Parkway Fletcher Gate, we could conme into
canmpus this way and do sonmething like that to get into
t he parking structure, but that woul d nmean all of that
par ki ng woul d cone by the second-ol dest building on
canmpus. It would cut this green area, proposed green
area off fromthe dormtories and t he southern part of
campus. W could also enter in this direction and
sneak between this existing building and the library.
But as | nentioned before, that's a service side of
the library and beginning the ranp in any of that area
woul d effectively cut the canmpus in two at that point.

This is al so, there are a | ot of beautiful
trees on this canpus, but this area of canmpus in
particul ar has a trenmendous nunber of | arge oak trees

in particular that would go the way of lunber if we
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were to insert a garage ranp in that |ocation

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Vwll, would the
roadways t hensel ves have to be wi dened to accommodat e
the traffic?

MS. LEA: Yes. | don't know what the
scale here is, but that's about -- it's very tight
between this building and the back of the library.

(Wher eupon, a fire al arm sounded.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | don't know about
all of you, but I'd just as soon ignore that noise in
t he background.

M5. LEA: Okay. The --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Speaking as the
property manager. Wen we snell snoke, we'll get out.

M5. LEA: Thereis alittle bit of parking
exi sting here now that's proposed to be renoved as
part of the SIS Building. It's a little head-in
parking off of this driveway.

| woul d al so point out that as part of the
canmpus plan the two entrances that are on either side
of Hurst which serve small parking lots are also
proposed to be renmoved. So in effect, we're taking
one, two, three driveways out of comm ssi on and addi ng
this at the intersection of New Mexi co and Nebraska.

So | think we have considered how to
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access these garages and we cane to the conclusion
very quickly that the cl eanest place of |east inpact
woul d be at the intersection.

MR.  ABUD: And as Marsha said, you nmay
recall that one of the kind of key principles of the
canpus plan was to reduce pedestrian-vehicul ar
conflicts on the canpus and that's one of the reasons
we chose the kind of far west route for our nmain road.
And so while M. Millane is right, there are paved
areas wWith which you could use today to wind into the
site, we want to renove those as part of the plan, as
part of our way of reducing pedestrian-vehicular
conflicts.

| kind of took exception to the comrent
that was made about inproving the canpus aesthetics
and downgradi ng the street aesthetics. W take great
pride in our street aesthetics and consi der those part
of the campus aesthetics. And so, we care very much
about how t he vi ew al ong Nebraska | ooks and want to do
everything we can to enhance it. But the fact is that
the driveways that are today on Nebraska Avenue are
not at an intersection and are problematic in terns of
traffic noving in and out because they are not
controlled. And the best way to address that is to

move themto a controlled | ocation where there's an
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existing traffic signal.

W agree that traffic on
Nebraska Avenue is heavy and it's problematic. The
university contributes a snmall anpbunt to that,
something on the order of 10 percent, depending on
whi ch peak hour you're | ooking at. And so, you know,
it's all the commuter traffic that's there that is
really causing the reaction to our proposals.

The buil ding essentially won't create any
new traffic. It is really noving traffic that m ght
now enter at different | ocations al ong Nebraska Avenue
to this | ocati on on Nebraska Avenue, and that's why we
feel that the proposal is reasonable.

The gat hering of data at our parking lots
t hat stopped at 5:00 was sinply to discern an over al
pattern for the parking lots. Data was gathered on
the streets until 6:00 to see what the actual traffic
was here and that's the data that was used to project
t he turni ng novenents

In conmparing the data of the HNTB traffic
report for this project, the SIS project, to the
canmpus plan, the nunbers actually are consistent.
They're different in that the canpus plan presuned a
520-car parking garage. The canpus plan presuned t he

university's popul ation much higher than it is today
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and it also presunmed a growh in background comut er
traffic that hasn't occurred. From 1999 when the
canmpus plan data was gathered to 2004 when the data
for this building were gathered, there essentially
hasn't been an increase in overall volunme of traffic
al ong Nebraska Avenue. And so, the projection that
was nade back t hen about background traffic increased,
we did not carry forward to the SIS project.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Anyone el se

have any foll ow up questions?

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: Madam Chair, | would
just like to; | don't know, naybe we'll get M.
Mordfin to help us out, |I think M. Millane had sone

valid points. And one of themis making sure that we
have not -- | understand when Ms. Lea said they have
| ooked at ot her entrances on Nebraska Avenue, but it
does say in our order to | essen inpact.

And | would just be curious to know what
DDOT, or have they already been asked about other
openi ngs there on Nebraska Avenue. |If they haven't,
can we pose the question to then? |'m just curious
what woul d the answer be.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. What's the specific
guestion?

VI CE- CHAI R HOOD: The specific questionis

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

108

as was stated in the testinony, let's | ook at other --
why does it have to be right there, the opening needs
to be right there at the traffic light? | think I
know why, but |'mnot subject matter expert so | don't
want to answer it. But why does it have to be right
there at that intersection of New Mexi co and Nebraska
as opposed to | ooking at other areas? And | know Ms.
Lea said they' ve al ready done it and they t hought this
would be the best fit. But | also would feel a
confort level if DDOT weighs in on it; or if they
al ready have, sonebody can point nme to it.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. M. Mordfin, can you
facilitate us getting that response?

MR MORDFI N Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you. Ckay.
So, what | have in my notes is that we'll have an
addi ti onal response from DDOT regardi ng the four-way
intersection or the four-way roadway versus other
driveway | ocations. And then we asked for sone
addi ti onal renderings of the parking garage entrance
and sone adaptations to the extent they' re possible to
narrow t he ranp down and per haps not encroach so much
upon the green space.

And, Ms. Schellin, did you have anything

el se that was an additi onal subm ssi on?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

109
MRS. SCHELLI N: |"'m not sure if you got

it. | believe M. Parsons asked what is the trade-off
of adding the extra |ane versus not adding the turn
| ane.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Right. Yes, that's
all part of the same little study. So if we can get
the sort of with and without the fifth | ane.

MRS. SCHELLIN.  And the roof plan? The
roof plan showing the stairwell?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | s that something
that you wanted, M. --

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND:  The el evati ons,
| believe.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER HI LDEBRAND: We don't have
el evations of the buildings and we don't have a
conplete plan of the garage level. And none of the
prospectives currently show the stair towers which
they' re now proposing to carry to the roof. On all of
t he prospectives, they're mssing their nultiple roof
structures.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: kay. So | would
think that if we left the record open for about 30
days, that should be plenty of tinme. Does that work?

M. Mordfin, think you can get a response
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from DDOT in 30 days?

MR MORDFIN. | think |I probably can.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. G eat.
Thanks.

Al right. So where does that put us
then, Ms. Schellin?

MRS. SCHELLI N: At 3:00 p.m, Decenber
5th. And then we can tentatively plan on putting it
on our Decenber 12th agenda.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: You said Decenber
5th? |'msorry.

MRS. SCHELLI N Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay. So the record
will be closed except for the specific itens that we
requested which will be provi ded on Decenber 5th. And
then that's not going to give us tine to get a
response fromthe ANC.

MRS. SCHELLIN: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Not to say that we
can't use the 5th, but they --

MRS. SCHELLIN:. W can use Novenber 28th
for all of the requested docunents and allow unti
Decenber 5th for the ANC to respond.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. So the

subni ssion date is Novenber what? |'msorry.
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MRS. SCHELLIN. 28th.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. 28th. And then the
ANC wi I | have until Decenber 5th to respond to any of
t he addi tional submi ssions.

The subm ssions will be mde and you'll be
served by Novenber 28th of the things that we just
requested. And then the ANC will have until Decenber
5th to respond.

MR. MIULLANE: (O f mcrophone.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  You need to cone and
get on the record if you have sonething to say.

MR. MULLANE: Two things. | don't have a

calendar in front of me, so it's putting ne at a

di sadvant age. But we neet the first Wadnesday of
every nonth. So what's the first Wdnesday in
Decenber ?

MRS. SCHELLIN:. The 7th.

MR. MULLANE: Now, | just can't get you

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Yes, okay. kay.
Vell, okay. Wat's a reasonable amount of tine for
you to turn around sonething after your neeting?

MR. MULLANE: A week.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. The 12th.

MR, MJLLANE: " m sorry. Do we neet on
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the 7th? | apol ogi ze for asking when --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  The 14t h?

MR, MULLANE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Is it going to be
problematic to get it on our January agenda to give
the ANC a chance to consider these things?

MRS . SCHELLI N:

(No audi bl e response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay.

MR. MULLANE: The other thing, the second
poi nt was, Conmi ssioner, if DDOT could also | ook at
t he nei ghbor hood i npact there too, particularly about
the nursery school and the public elenmentary school
over there. | do think it would be hel pful in sort of
el ucidating sort of what the traffic i nmpacts are going
to be.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. | think, M.
Mordfin, you ve heard the conversation here today.
Anything that you think would be helpful for the
Comm ssion to understand nore fully DDOI's position.

MR MORDFI N: To understand DDOT's
position?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Vis-a-vis the
| ocation of the driveway, the traffic inpacts, you

know, in the vicinity of the intersection of New
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Mexi co and Nebraska. That woul d be hel pful.

MR. MULLANE: | nean, there is actually an
exi sting ANC request to DDOT that they |ook at the
traffic on Maconb Street which is sort of the southern
border of the school and how it effects on Foxhal
Road t here.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. All we can do
is ask.

MR. MULLANE: No, | know.

MR. TUMMONDS: Since are pushing it back
to January, the 28th is the Monday after Thanksgi vi ng.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ch, okay.

MR. TUMMONDS: So perhaps could we nove
back our subm ssion date again to that Decenber 5th?

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay.

MR TUMMONDS: It will I think still bein
the hands of the ANCin tine for their ANC neeting on
t he 7th.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. |Is that clear
with you, M. Millane?

MR . MULL ANE

Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. Ckay. That's good.
See, we're very flexible here.

MR. MJULLANE: Absol utely.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN. We just try and work

wi th everybody.

Ckay. And then |I guess then on the 5th
then you would -- well, | guess any final filings
woul d include the proposed findings of fact and
conclusions of law, if you choose to file those. And
then if the schedule holds, we'll put this on for
deci sion nmaking at our January neeting, the date of
which will be?

MRS. SCHELLIN: The 9th.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: January 9th, 2006
And that will be at 6:30 in this room And if you
want to ascertain definitively if it's going to be on
t he agenda for that neeting, you can call the Ofice
of Zoning. And | just rem nd fol ks that unlike nost
of the action with the Conm ssion this is a one vote.
W don't take proposed action and nake a referral to
NZPC. This is a special exception and so there wll
be single vote.

So | thank you all for your participation
this evening and hope that that alarmis fal se, but
there's plenty of time to get out.

W' r e adj our ned.

(The hearing was adjourned at 8:59 p.m)
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